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to THK BlGHT HONOBABIS 

THE C D of- 

Though I could not be so happy, as to obtjun the faror of 
sheltering tliis little treatise under your ladyship's name; 
yet,. madam, I could not so far depart from my first inten- 
tions, as not to lay it at your feet, in this more private 
manner. 

The design of this book, seems indeed, to have a just 
claim to your ladyship's patronage, it being to recommend 
the excellence of that holy Religion to the world, -which H 
so eminent in your ladyship's practice; for you, madam, 
have a true notion of that faith, which consists in doing, 
not talking. — HThe frequent acts of your charity and gener- 
osity, are a cloud of witnesses of the truth of what I say. 

I could not, therefore, want an assurance, that the en- 
couragement of essays of this nature, would seem to your 
ladyship worthy your piety and goodness, though your hu- 
mility avoided that public praise, w&ich i3 yet, but the due 
of all virtuoua and generous actions. But your ladyship'^ 
conduct in this particular, is a farther proof of the nobleness 
of your aim; The approbation of JSKdVEJ^mtd not tke 
applause of MAM jM'- 

These considerations, madam, I persuadeVHi^, win be 
to your ladyship, a sufficient excuse; as I am fire they would 
to the public, a full justification of this addresa to your lady- 
ahip, fromj 

Mabaw, 

tovb labtshif^a most httmblb 

Am) OBBDISyr SEBVANt, 



* 



THE 

ROYAL CONVERT: 

Isdecerdes sat on the Persian throney 
^ Mrhen by the indiscretion of some Christians, a 
most terrible perset^ution was raised against 
the Church; and by the instigation of the hea- 
then priesthood, the prince himself conceived 
so mortal a hatred against the faithful, that he 
made a decree to banish all that professed the 
name of Jesus, out of his dominions; and com- 
missions were given to execute all, that were 
found after a day prefixed, in cruel torments. 
But in vain arc the endeavorr> of men and 
devils against the ordinances of God; for when 
Isdegerdes had thus taken all precautions 
against the prevailing of truth, heaven by mir- 
acle not only restored the banished, but con- 
verted the king and his whole kingdom. 

His queen was a lady of incohiparable beauty, 
but not blessed with any children to both their 
Amspeakable sorrow. He consulted his priests 
and his oracles, and they having prdbounced 
the anger ot the gods, for his suffering the 
exercise of Christianity, he made the foresaid 
decree; but all to no purpose; every day their 
desire increased with the decrease of their 
hopes. Time enough being spent to check his 
hopes of such a blessing from his idols, and 
*1 
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Wt9Lt approaches to old age had ciit oS all ex- 
pectation, when providence to bring about bisr 
glorious designs, imprfc^ited the queen to 
the no small J07 of the court; which produced a 
tnistakeh 2eal to the gbds, for what Ay^s only* 
due to divine providence, and tended to the 
destruction of those idols, to whom the king- 
offered whole hecatombs of bulla; 
, The qiieen waA now near heh titnc, when 
Isdegbrdes summoned a meeting of the Magi, 
to consult on the important events and out bf 
their number he chose live of the most emi- 
nent for their skill and understandings and 
made to them the following discourse. 

The cau^ej gentlemen, of my summoning 
your wholfe body together, and the choosing 
you but of the whble; as thoSe whose art I 
mo^t bbhfide in, is, that you may remain in my 
court till the delivery of my queen, and lake all 
those necessary observations of the stars, as to 
know and inform me at the birth of my child, 
what planets he is born under, thus not only to 
discover the fortune of the infant, but even his 
temper and disposition. 

The Magi returned an obedient answer to 
the kmp and proioiised him to employ the ut- 
xnost dfcheir skill and art to give him satisfac- 
tion ip the thing that he desired to know; 

Man)i weeks had not past, before the queen 
ivas delivered of a goodly son, whom bis fa- 
ther-named Varanes. The joy of this birth was 
too greatto be confined to the court, it spread 
through the whole kingdom, and whilst the 
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'king made A thousand offerings to the gods, and 
implored their blessing on the neMr«bori1 prince^ 
to grant him a Ibng and prosperous life, to 
make hicti ghidious in the eye of the people 
and that after hii death he might many years 
enjoy the throne of his ancestor^ in peace and 
glory, all the nations under his dominions join- 
ed in this same address. 

The public rejoicings and sacrifices being 
now Dvfcr, the king sent for the fi?e Magi, ami 
•tells them^ that nour he expected the perform-* 
ance of their promise, and to know of them 
the fate of his heir. 

Four of these more willing; to gratify the de- 
sire of the prince, than tell him any thing dis- 
agreeable to his wishes, spoke to him in this 
mannet*. 

My leige, from our art we can discover that 
his life will be long, prosperous and glorious. 
His stars promise him a strong nature, a person 
jiiajcstic and beautiful^ and a mind full of knowl- 
edge, and all those graces of wit and under- 
standing that renders your joy complete in so 
accomplished a -son, since he will be obedient 
to your will as long as he lives, and imitate 
your virfues of government, when you are 
i^one to the gods, of whom he ivill be a zeal- 
ous adorer. 

The king was infinitely transpbrted at theso 
vain assurances of his astrologers, but of all 
they had promised, nothing pleased him more, 
than his zeal for the gods. But said he, I find 
lOHt of your company silent, and with eyes cast 
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down, seems n6t to consent to these pleasing 
prospects you give me. I must likewise hear 
his opinion* since Iknow his reputation among: 
you to be in the foremost rank of esteem. 

The king pressed him to speak freejy, but 
he bid him rest satisfied with what he had 
heard, since what he had to say would be far 
less agreeable to his desires; nor may it per- 
haps be safe (said he) for me to tell, -what by 
my art I have discovered concerning the life 
and actions of the young prince; since wha^ 
my four brethren have told you has more re- 
gard to your desires, than truth. 

The difficulty he made of telling what he 
knew, raised the king's earnestness to hear 
what he had to say; therefore, assuring him of 
safety, by swearing to it by the suU) the old as* 
trologerthus began. 

That your son shall be both great and wise, 
as they have said, is true; but yet he will be 
great cause of trouble to you, for so far wi41 he 
be from zealous for our gods, that he is born 
10 extirpate their worship, and establish in its 
place that of the Christians, which you have 
banished your dominions. 

When the king heard what was said, his 
grief grew to such an excess, that they were 
afraid it would prove mortal; when the same 
who had denounced all this sorrow, thus ad- 
dressed himself to him. 

Give not way my sacred prince, to this pas- 
sion, which affords no help to the evil. Though 
by the rules of my art, I have discovered what 
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1 have toH you,yet the force of the stars is not 
always so' strongs as not to admit a remedy^ 
by wisdom, and taution, and I hope, I can give 
yoit such advice, as may probably disappoint 
this doleful event. The Christians are, in a 
Tnanner, now wholly destroyed; and if there are 
any lurking either in the city or country, it 
^vill be a hard matter for them to find access to 
the young prince. However, to use the ut- 
most caution, I would advise your majesty to 
build a pleasant apartment, surrounded by 
pleasing gardens, and walled, and moted about 
so as to hate biit 6n^ aventie^ let that always 
be guarded, aiid no man hoi* womaii be admit<^ 
ted but by your majesty's permission. In this 
I'etifetneht provide him a tutor, to instrtict him 
perfectly in our religion, and in all that is wor- 
thy his knowledge, and there let every thing 
be, \^hich may contribute to his pleasure; let 
notic but young and healthy people be aboUt 
him, and not so much a^ the name of Christ, or 
his religion mentioned by any on pain of death. 
Nor let any one evfcr s()eak the least word of 
death, or any thing future, but persuade hifti 
that he shall never diej for the notions of hell 
and death are things that prevail on weak minds 
to run after new opinions; and those are things 
on which the Christians arc very eloquent, 
tutning the feard and doubts of mankind to 
their advantage. If therefore, any of his ser- 
vants be sick or die, remove them and substi- 
tute others in their places, as like them as pos- 
iiiblej nor let any object be skbout him, thai 
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may give him any pain or uneasiness. Thus, 
'While he moves round ip a circle of pleasures 
he will not be inquisitive of "foreign opinions: 
Being kept thus for fifteen years, and confirm- 
ed in these doctrines of pleasure, he will not 
easily be persuaded from what he has so long^ 
believed. Then may you marry him to some 
beautiful princess, zealous for the gods, and 
her charms will more confirm him in the prin- 
ciples his tutors have taught him. 

The king gave no small attention to what 
the old sage delivered, and weighing well the 
reasons, told him he would follow his direc- 
tions. So dismissing the Magi he set himself 
immediately to build the apartments, and adorn 
the gardens, and fit all for the reception of his 
8on« 

His next care was to find out a man on whose 
faith he couM rely, and to whose knowledge 
he could commit the education of his son. 
There was in his court a learned lord, of 
whose fidelity he had had some experience, 
and whose zeal for the gods was eminent unto 
all men* He took him, therefore, one day in 
his cabinet, and thus began to speak to him. 

Phraartes (for that was his name) said the 
king, my confidence in your fidelity is "plain 
from my present business with you; for to 
your charge alone I commit the greatest jewel 
of my crown; nay, the very life of my life, my 
son the young Varanes. The wisest of the 
Magi basin him threatened me, and these king- 
doms with the greatest evil that can befal U9 
unless prevented by thy care and diligence. 
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His stars have decreed him the downtall of 
our religion, and the patron and establisher of 
that of Christianity. To prevent so great an 
evil by his advice I have built this bower of 
pleasure, where under your tutelage he must 
be fifteen years confined; fix in his breast a 
zeal of the gods» and suffer none about him so 
much as to name either Christ or any Chris- 
tian; young men and virgips shall be ever 
about him, and nothing but pleasure shall fill 
tip his days. Suffer none to have admittance 
into his place, but by my permission. These 
things, if you do, you may command me and 
my kingdom, but if you do the contrary you 
make me your professed and mortal foe. If 
you will undertake the important charge, let 
me know, or whether I must seek one that 
loves me more, though I love him less. 

Phraartes assured the king of his readiness 
to serve him, and that he did not doubt of dis- 
charging that honorable trust he had been 
pleased to put in him. 

The palace, or bower andtgardens now be- 
ing finished, he sends for the astrologer to in- 
struct Phraartes, and all the attendants of his 
son, bow they where to teach him, and behave 
themselves towards him. When they were 
all masters of these instructions, the king 
commanded them not to swerve a tittle from 
them on pain of their lives. 

The prince being three years old, retired 
with his retinue into the bower, where he 
grew up in l^eauty and leaning, in which so 
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.unusual was his progress, that his tutor de* 
.clared, that if Varanes lived he would make 
a very great philosopher. 

The king, who visited him v.ery frequently, 
and never went from him but with the highest 
regret, was not a little transported at the grow- 
ing excellencies of his son; who being now 
come to the age of fourteen, but master of 
qualities worthy of forty, discovering a gra- 
cious and affable temper to all his domestical 
his father could not but accuse the old sage 
for his menaces of grief fix>m his actions, 
since they now afforded so much joy, that all 
the sorrow he could fear, could not outweigh 
his present delight. 

At fifteen he began ta favor one of the vir- 
gins of his retinue, more than the rest, and 
plainly distinguished her by his favors, and 
being one day alone with her he jspoke to her 
ill this manner: 

Fair Thais, said be, you are the l^dy in whom 
I repose more confidence than in aii the rest 
of thy £ompanio%8» I therefore hope I shall 
find a just return of that distinction I have 
made in your favor, by informing me of a thing 
that gives me some pain, and which I have 
not been able to learn from all that I have 
tried. I find a great deal of tenderness and 
love in my father, whenever he comes to sec 
me, yet he never permits me to go from this 
place, nor to wait on hini at his o^n palace. 
This conduct surprises me, and makes me 
jttiieasy. I therefore beg thee by the loye I 
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have borr.e thee, to tell me the reason of this 
my confinement. Though the prison be large, 
1 yet every day find that it has bounds, and I 
long to see what is beyond them! I promise 
thee, that nobody shall ever know my informer, 
if thou wilt discover the secret; and I will ever 
have for thee a most peculiar love and regard. 
But if thou refuse me, or tell not the truth, 
roy love shall turn into hate, and of thy friend 
I will become thy most implacable enemy. 

Thais confounded with what Varanes had 
said, and unable or afraid to comply with his 
desires,' cast her eyes on the ground, and shed 
a pearly shower of tears, remaining in pro- 
found silence a while, when he pressing to 
know the cause of her tears, she answered him 
in this manner? 

My Lord, the agouy you discover in my 
mind, proceeds from the dreadful straits, to 
which your inquiry has reduced me; for should 
I yield to'your request, I forfeit my life to your 
father'^ indignation, and if I refuse I make 
you my «neMy. 

Varanes assured her she need fear nothing 
frora his father, for he would never let it go" 
from him, that she had inf^irmed him; but that 
now she had made him so impatient to know 
that he could no longer brook a denial. 

To this the young virgin" resigned her reso- 
lution, and her fear of punishment secure in his 
word from any dis^Qoverv. My Lord, said she, 
there is areligion much in disgrace in this king- 
dom, and called from Jesus Christ its founder, 
2 
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the Chrislian. I was bom in it, and bred in 
h, till my parents were put to, death for it, 
and ever since I have been forced to comply 
•with that of roy country. On your birth the 
king consulted the Magi, to know your future 
fortune; when one of them told him that you 
should become a Christian, and put down all 
idols, and over your kingdom establish the 
worship of one God, that made heaven and 
earth. . This is the reason this bower wa^ 
built, and why you ai^ not permitted to go out 
of the bounds of it, 'till you have been here 
fifteen years, when the king will marry you tq 
some illustrious prii^pcss, and set you at lib? 
erty, 

Varaines se^ed pl/eased to know the cause 
of his confinement, and was often inquisitive 
to know something of this religion, the fear of 
which had caused h^m so long an imprisonr 
ment. Thais was not learned enough to give 
him a full satisfaction, having forgotten most of 
those first principles she had sucked in, or so 
confounded them with Paganism, that moved 
only his curiosity. 

But the more he reflected on his condition, 
the more he desired his enlargement; addresr 
sing himself therefore to Phraartes one day, 
4:ie said, O! my Phraartes, why does my father 
tell me he loves me, yet denies me my liberty? 
Give me, therefore, liberty of going abroad^ 
and I promise a speedy return. Phraartes 
told him that was not in his power, but that 
)ie would acquaint the king with his request, 
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ivhich he doubted not would meet with a grant. 
Phraartes tirent to the king} and let him know 
the pnrince^s desire, which gave him no small 
pain; but he j>id him return, and assure his 
son, thdt in a few days he would yield to his 
desire. In three days after Isdegerdes went 
to him himself, and tenderly asked him if 
there waa any thing to grant to him beyond 
what he possessed. 

Varanes on this cast himself at bis feet, and 
with tears in his eyes, he begged the king for 
the love he eter expressed for hitfh, and the 
long patience he had shown in his confine** 
ment, t& suffer him to see the city. 

The king by his tears, discovering thci 
greatness of his desire, bid him weep no more^ 
for his request should be granted in a very 
few day8« 

Thus leaving him in hopes, he made a proc^ 
lamation, that no man, woman or child, infirm^ 
lame, blind, crooked, or any way deformed, by 
distemper or old agey should appear in thci 
streets, when the prince should ride through 
the city, that he should not behold the mise^ 
ries and Unhappy casualties of this world, or 
the frail state of man. On the contrary, all 
the fair, beautiful, strong and young, should 
place themselves in his way for his full view. 
Th^city being prepared, as for a triumphal 
entry in four days; the day of his appearance, 
the king, and all the lords and ladies of his 
court, Vent to the bower to receive the prince 
at the gate, and attend him in his progress 
through the city. 
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Varanes was mounted on a stately horsey 
adorned with all the magnificent furniture, that 
krt or gold could produce; and coming into 
the city he was infinitely pleased and surprised 
at the sight of such vast numbers of lu^ty 
young men and beautiful young women, that 
filled both the streets add the houses, and they 
were as much pleased and surprised at the 
sight of their young prince. 

The windows and balconies were filUd with 
young ladieS) set out like goddesses, playing 
on all sorts of musical instruments, and sing^ 
ing songs of joy and triumph. 

Having gazed his fill at a sight he l»d nevr 
er seen before, he was remanded to his bowcjr, 
and Phraartes had a particular command, never 
to let ym but without the king's spetial per- 
xiiission. 

The next day he retired with Tbaii, to give 
her an account of all the wonders he had seen 
in the city, 

It is trpe, replied Thais, my lord, the glo- 
ry is great, yet your pleasure would be doubled, 
if you beheld the agreeable villas of the 
country, the variety of hills, and valleys, mead* 
ows, and forests, birds, beasts, rivers, and 
seas. This little garden, to which you afe 
confined, with all the advantages of art, falls 
infinitely short of the genuine beauties jof na- 
ture. 

Varanes found this a new motive, to prefer 
a second request to his father, to permit him 
to take the air in the open fieltts; which the 
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king promised him should he granted in fif- 
teen days. 

The day beihg come, the king attended with 
the whole court, went with Varanes from his 
bower through the city, where all things were 
in the same posture as before, all the lame^ 
the sick, the blind and the aged were kept out 
of sight, and none appeared but men healthful 
and lusty, the women yotmg and fair, and all 
dressed out in their richest attire; playing on 
inusical instruments, and expressing their joy 
and satisfaction all the way he w6nt. *Till 
now being come about five miles from the cityj 
they entered a spacious plain, diversified with 
groves, rivers, flowers and herbs, birds sing- 
ing on the trees, and a variety of cattle feeding 
on the grass, which gave the prince a pleas- 
ure mixt with wonder and amazement. 

To raise his delight they shewed him a 
chase, in which through the eager pursuit of 
the game he lost most of his company, 'till in 
the way he met a blind man,'and a leper, who 
asked hini an alms. Varanes was shocked 
and surprised at the sight, and asked Phraar* 
I tes, that wa» near him, what creatures they 
were, that had the voice and shape of men, and 
yet irere so unlike all that he had ever seen? 

Phraanes puzzled at the question, and vex- 
ed at the sight, paused to consider an answer 
proper for him to give; when the beggars 
hearing the question, replied, we are men, 
though oppressed by the iniquity of fonune, 
and the loss of our health, yet despise us not 
*2 
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for our misery; but rather remember, that yon 
are born a man, and liable to the dominion of 
fortune, which, when it pleases, tumbles prin- 
ces from their thrones, and raises beggars to 
empire;— takes away health from the lusty, 
and makes well and vigorous the weak and de- 
cripid, nothing being certain in this world; 
take pity on a condition which fate may reduce 
you to. 

, Phraartes by this discourse was roused from 
his consideration, which made him beat away 
the bbggars, and assure the young prince, that 
they were another sort of creatures produced 
in the woods, and only the mimics of men. 

As ignorant as the prince had been bred, 
this gross imposition could not pass on him; 
but ruminating on what he saw ivhen he re- 
turned to the bower, retiring with Thais, he 
told her of his surprise at the sight of the 
blind man, and the leper, and what they had 
said, as well as. the answer of Phraartes. Now, 
therefore, my dear Thais, in whom 1 have aJ* 
ways discovered sincerity and love, give me a 
just inforihatipp in this matter, which gives 
me no small iineasiness. My lord, replied 
Thais, I have confided so much to your hon- 
or already, that I need not scruple to let joii 
know whatever you desire. 1 he king has en- 
deavored to put all disagreeable objects from 
your eyes, that seeing all men healthy, vigor- 
ous and young, you should not suppose that 
there was any thing infirm, or weak in our 
inature. But, my lord, if you saw the world, 
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you 'would find some lame, some blind, some 
planet-struck, according as It pleases the gods 
to deal with us. Alas! (interrupted Varanes) 
then so it might have been with either of us. 
Most certainly, replied Thais, for many are 
born blind, deformed, and cripples; and many 
born healthful, by accident or defect of nature, 
or distempers become so, and this Js a very 
common thing in the world; so that every one 
that flourishes in strength and in health, had 
reason to bless the great gods, whose benefit 
it is. 

This discourse of Thais, with the sight he 
had seen, made a strong impression on his 
Tnind, reflecting with a very great thoughtful- 
ness, that since all men were subject to such 
chances, he might lose his health, beauty &nd 
strength, as the two wretches had done, once 
perhaps, as tobust and beautiful as himself. 

These thoughts were so strong, that he dis- 
covered a visible melancholy, and took no de- 
light in the pleasures he used to. enjoy. 
Phraartes observing this change in the prince, 
soon gave the,, king advice of the matter in 
these words: Your son (my liege) from what 
cause 1 cannot divine, is so possessed with so 
great a melancholy, that he is extremely alter- 
ed in his temper, so that I thought it my duty 
to give your majesty this information, that by 
your prudence, and wisdom, you might pre- 
vent further mischief; to which end, if your 
majesty will admit my advice, my counsel is, 
not to keep him in such restraint, but send him 
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abroad with your huntsmen and falconcris, ttt 
divert with their sports this inward concern. 

The king seemed well pleased with the 
counsel of Phraartes, and immediately took 
care that all things should be in the same or- 
der wherever he was to go; and Phraanes re- 
turned to the bower and acquainted the prince, 
with the favor the king did voluntarily intend 
him, hoping by this to have a farther view of 
the world, and the nature of mankind, \)| which 
he found himself but too ignorant. 

The huntsmen, and falconers, and spaniels, 
und hounds attended him into the fields, where, 
espying a hearn they let fly the falcon, the bat- 
tle betwixt them in the air gave the prince a 
hew and amusing delight; after which they 
shewed him other game, until the day being 
wasted, and the night coming on, they were 
directing their way home; on the border of a 
wood, from his cell under ground, there crept 
out a man near one hundred years old: his 
head was bald, his eyes hollow, his mouth 
toothless, his face wrinkled, and his body lean, 
shaking with the palsy, and supported bf 
crutches. 

Varancs seeing him move, rode up to hini, 
and asked him Vhat he was? I am (said he) a 
man, once young and vigorous like you, but 
now grown old, bald, toothless and paralytic,. 
and just on the ridge of life, expect hourly to 
die, and to be buried in the earth from whence 
I came, and in which, I have for some lime 
taken my habitation to cotisider on death. 



The Royal Convefl. ii 

. The jprihcc throwing him some ni6ncy, made 
haste with his company home to his bower, 
and with the first opportunity, retired with 
Thaid to communicate this day's adventure,' 
as he had done the formed. He asked her 
what d6ath was? and whether he and all must 
grow old and decripid, and th6tt dife, and what 
become of them after death? 

My lord^ replied Thais, aU men afe lYl^idc 
mortal,' thbugh I sin against my life by telling 
you thij tn^th, for your father would have you 
think yoiirself immortal, and that you shall al- 
i^ayfi be thus young and fair. But if you live 
as many years as the than V^hom you saw in 
the w6od, assure yourself, that you will be 
such linother, and that then you will die, and 
be buried in the earth, and {here become food 
for worms. But alasi my lord, few live so 
long in this world, thousands die every day 
much ydunger than J^ou, nay, pass from the 
-womb to the grave; for the time of our death, 
as well as that of our birth, depends not on us, 
but some superior power, that directs and 
governs us at pleasure. 

But, (assumed Varanes) What is this death 
you speak of? Old age, I plainly know from 
this man, but have no notion of death, having 
never seen it. 

To die, my lord, is, replied Thais, to be no 
more; to have all this warm motion you find 
in yout* blood stand still, and the body become 
a cold lump of clay, the eyes extinguished, and 
the other senses all gcme, which when you 
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are, you are pu{ into the eanh, there to con- 
^sume and unite with it. This discourse made 
yet a greatef impression on the prince, than 
all that had passed before, and he began to re^ 
fleet with himself on the frail state of life, and. 
of how little value the gJory and splendor* of 
honors, dignities, power and wealth were, since 
we could not assure ourselves of a minute's 
possession of any of them. His mind beings 
taken up with the thoughts of death, he fell 
into another discourse with Thais, asking hei^, 
if death was an entire end of the whole. of man? 
since in reflecting on death, he found a great 
aversion of thinking of being no more, and 
that he thought it was hard in that power, that 
had placed him here, so soon to put an end to 
so fine a work as the mind of man, replenish- 
^d with various notionsi and desirous of immbr- 
tality. 

My lord, replied Thais, those of oiir reUgion 
have disputed the point, whether the thinking 
part called the soul be n^ortal, like the body; 
br live eternally in the elysian shades, or m 
hell beneath the eart)i, in torments for injus- 
tice, and other offences committed by and . 
with the body? But I remember, so much of^ 
the Christian religion, as to know I was taught 
that the God that made us, had revealed to his 
servants the Christians, that the soul made in 
his own likeness was immortal,«and if baptized 
into his faith, and living an innocent and holy 
life, it should go to a happy eternity, that it 
feould never be deprived of, where is enjoyed 
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the presence of God, and such pleasure, that 
tlie heart of man cannot imagine nor conceive. 
That the Christians, for that reason, despised 
the glory of the world, and for the sake of 
that God, and that faith, made no scruple to 
sacrifice their lives in the most cruel torments; 
lying on burning coals, as on beds of down, and 
appearing insensible of any pain in the midst 
of such tortures, as would affright a by-stand- 
er; as I myself have seen in this city, when 
your father persecuted the Christians, in 
which number, my father and mother expired 
with so miich satisfaction, that it fixed in my 
mind these principles, which my after educa- 
jiion in idolatry has not been able entirely to 
.exterminate./ 

Ah! my Thais, jsaid the prince^ you have 
given me a strange idea of things; you have 
jaiscd a desire in me of hearing something 
more of that religion^ which promises us a life, 
..that shall never cease or decay. Perhaps I 
,jnay die to night, or in a little time; what 
therefore avails all that gloi7 and power, 
•which are" unable to secure me a moment from 
so terribly an enemy as death?- What shall I 
4do to know more of this faith, pf which I have 
given you so imperfect a view? methinks even 
in that there is something divine. Contrive, 
my Thais, contrive some way how I may hear 
more of this matter. 

My lord, said Thais, it is next to impossible, 
they are all banished, or so concealed, as not 
to be found by those that ^re not of the faith; 
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your father is so severe and unmerciful in that 
particular, that there is no hope of satisfying 
your desire, with \vhich my own perfectly 
agrees; for to me it seems absurd to worship 
and adore stocks and stones that are formed 
by the bands of men, and what help can we 
hope from those who could not so much as 
command their own form? But the Christians 
adore no pictures or images, no creatures 
whatever, l^ut only the God that made heaven 
land earth, and distposes of all things. 

My Thais, said the prince, if such a God 
there be, certainly be must bje so goody as by 
an application, to find out some way to supply 
JUS with what, we .desire. 

Upon this they both joined in prayer to God, 
and to Christ, who made heaven and earth, to 
deliver them from these straits^ and make 
known himself more fully to them. 

These prayers were sent up with an inten- 
tion too sincere, not to iind acceptance at 
the throne of God, who sent an angel imme- 
diately to Chrysostom a pious Christian, who 
had fled from the persecution to the desert, 
and there spent his life in prayer and holiness, 
and bid him repair to the city or capital of Per- 
sia, and the bower of Varanes, whom he should 
convert to the faith of Christ, as he should the 
whole kingdom of Persia. 

Chrysostom obeyed the divine summons, and 
disguising himself like a physician arrived at 
the bower, just when Thais was returning 
from the palace. He spoke to her^ and told 
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Tier that Varanes, and her prayers, had been 
heard, and that he was sent by God to instruct 
them in the Christian faith, that she should 
let.the king know, that he was one of the Ma- 
gi, and could cure his son of that melancholy 
lie had contracted, nor say any thing to Va- 
ranes, till the king had admitted him. 

Thais performed the message, and he was 
introduced to Isdegerdes, where he assured 
him of his skill, and refused not to die, if he 
did not work an absolute cpre on hini in ten 
days, provided he was confined with him so 
ill g in his bower. 

The king .was mightily pleased with the 
reasons he gave of his distemper, and the as- 
surances of his cure, assuring him of a very 
large rewai'd for his service, and gave him his 
signet, to go along with Thais into the bower, 
and orders for the sole direction of the prince. 

Being there received with that respect due 
to his credentials, he was conducte/[I to the 
priiice, at whose sight, as if conscioxis of the 
comfort he brought, melancholy vanished from 
his face, which shone with a fresh joy and 
pleasih'e, that much surprised all the behold- 
ers, who according to order, leaving them 
alone, reported to the king the^udden change, 
that was found in the prince's countenance at 
the entrance of the stranger; which the king 
took for a certain good omen of the happy 
success. 

All being gone but Thais and the prince, 
Cbrysostom then addressed himself to him. 
The zealous prayers you make to Jesus Christ 

' 3 
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to be instructed in his faith were received in 
heaven, and I am sent to let you know those 
joyful tidings, which forever shall put an end 
to your sorrows. 

Consider therefore, that ye both know there 
was a time when you were not, that is, before 
you were born; and therefore, that you had a 
beginning, and by consequence must have an 
end; next as you had a beginning, so had your 
father, and his father, till you c.pme to one 
cause or Creator that necessarily had no be- 
ginning, but gave birth and being to all things 
that had a beginning; and on whom by conse- 
quence all things depend. C^ow a being that 
had in his power to make all things that are, 
could want nothing lo his own happiness, and 
tiierefore made other intelligent beings out of 
his goodness, to communicate this happiness 
to them. Among whom man was created in 
his own image, that is, as to his soul, for his 
body was made of the earth, but the soul of 
life breathed into him by God, which made him 
live. 

But to be like God, it was absolutely neces* 
sary that he should be a free agent, for so God 
is, and have it in his power to choose good or 
evil, to obey his Creator, or break his com- 
lyiandments. God, therefore^ made man male 
and female; Adam he called the male, and Eve 
the female^ and these were the father and 
mother of mankind. 

He placed him in the most delicious gar* 
,ilen, called Eden, where the e^rth brought 
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iovih fruit v.'lthoiit tilling, and every creature 
obeyed the voice of their lord, man; every 
thing was free to them, biit one tree reserved 
from their use, to keep them in mind of their 
dependence on God; but that was forbid un- 
der pain of death: but if they forbore eating of 
that tree, they and their sfced should live for- 
ever and never die. 

This happy statfe of man was grievous to' 
the devil, who for his rebellion against God 
ivith all his associates, was driven from the 
presence of God and heaven, into hell, there 
ID live in perpetual torments, and man was 
-made to supply the vacant places of all these 
angels that fell. Satan, therefore, enters in- 
to the serpent, and persuades Eve to eat 
this forbidden fruit, which she did; and then 
persuaded Adam to do the like, which won by 
the charms of his wife, he wickedly preferred 
her satisfaction to his obedience of so good a 
Gody who had so lately made him out of noth- 
ing, and set him^ in that paradise to enjoy all 
those pleasures that Omnipotence could make 
for him: but God justly then cast him out of 
that blessed stat^, he and his wife, and drove 
them into this lower wm*^d, where they must 
earn their bread with the sweat of their brows, 
and know the miseries of fortutie and want; 
and after a miserable life here, perish forever. 

But the goodness of that God against whom 
the offence was, found out a way to atone his 
divine justice, by sending his only Son from 
all eternity, to take on him the flesh,' 
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form and nature of man, and so to die for thcf 
sins of the world, and open the gates of heaven 
to admit all such as would love him, and obey 
his commandments; where such joys are pre- 
pared for them, as cannot enter into the heart 
of man to imagine. But those who will forsake 
his divine law, formed for the good of man- 
kind, and prefer their corrupt pleasure and in- 
terest to justice and the ties of religion, must 
be for all eternity with those fallen angels, the 
devils, in torments proportioned to the joys 
the blessed possess. 

After thisr, he related all the particulars of 
the histbry ofthe holy Scriptures, the duties 
of religion, the passion of Christ, and the es- 
tablishment of his church; and how it had pre- 
vailed against the persecutions of the heathen 
emperors, till established in £Urope, and 
part of Asia and Africa. And that at the last 
day Christ Jesus should cotiie to judge both 
the living and the dead, and give his due to 
every one; eternal happiness to the good, and 
eternal punishment to the wicked. 

As soon as he was done, Varanes threw him- 
self at his feet; O Chrysostomj I believe in 
th^ Lord Jesus Christ, who is the true God 
and man; and I will be whatever you shall di-i 
rect me, so that I may be thought worthy to be 
admitted one of the servants of Christ. The 
same did Thais, and both with equal ardor 
begged to be baptised. 

As for you, replied Cbrysostom! you Thais, 
luive already been baptised by the name of 
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Maria, though by the cruelty of the persecu- 
tion losing your parenti^i you have since been 
bred up in idolaitry, and called Thais; yet pre- 
serving some remains of that holy doctrine in 
your ihindj you arc tholight worthy for the pu- 
rity of your intentions, to be admitted into 
grace, and to have the honor lo stiffer for the 
name of Christ, torments, which nothing but 
the power of the holy Spirit could enable thee 
to go through. 

Then embracing them bdth, he gave him 
the blessing, and instructed him for eight 
days together in the doctrines of Christianity; 
and then baptised him by the name of Con-* 
stantine: 

Then he commended to him the practice of 
all virtues, and recommended to him chastiiyi 
temperance, humility, and a love of the poor; 
ivarned him against pride, avarice, ambition, 
knd though actual poverty was by no mean^ 
required in a prince, yet that poverty of spirit 
was absolutely necessary to uli that Mould be 
saved, since no man could serve two masters, 
God and manlmon, at the same time. But if 
you find that the greatness of a court, and all 
the temptations of it raise ^difRcultics in the 
way to your perfection, then follow the exam- 
ple of a certain king, who always thought of 
death, and how Christ would come to judge 
the world by fire, and say to the dead, rise up 
and come to judgment! 

These thoughts were so intense, and always 
iii his ihind, that nothing could move him Iri 
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mirth, which his brother and lords observing^ 
were solicitous to know the cause of a melan- 
choly so fixed, and addressed him in this man- 
ner: 

My liege, your lards and people are much 
concerned at this sadness they see perpetually 
in your face, and beg you to find out a reme- 
dy for an evil that makes us all unhappy. You 
know you are a prince great and mighty that 
all your dominions are at pea«e,5your subjects 
all obedient and ready to lay their lives down 
10 do you any service. There is no delight 
that human nature is capable of; but you may 
command; and that if it were possible that 
their lives would purchase you more, they 
would give them to you, which raises both 
their concern and wonder at your sadness. 

Wonder not my brother replied the king, 
at the melancholy that reigns in my counte- 
nance, which is the index of my heart since 
death is always in my mind and the coming of 
God to judgment, and the terrible sentence 
which he will give the reprobate. I hear always 
the sound 6f that tremendous trumpet, that 
sumnions the dead to receive all their doom; 
and this, and only this, is the cause of my 
discontent. 

The king's brother received this with scorn 
and laughter; and going lo the nobles, declar- 
ed the king's words to them. The king find- 
ing his brother receive such discourse with 
derision, resolved to convince him, that he 
was not so hardy as he believed himself. 
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It was the custom of this country, that when 
any nobleman was guilty of any capital crime, 
or destined to death by the will of the king, 
two royal trumpets were to sound at his door, 
to let the people kndw who was to suffer. A. 
few days after, the king sent these trumpets 
to his brother's palace, where they sounded a 
whole day. He was not a little alarmed at the 
unexpected summons; and discovered by his 
tears, both his grief »nd his fear; and makes 
all the speed he could to the king, and threw 
himself at his feet, and said, O! my brother, 
and my sovereign lord, what has moved you 
to send the fatal trumpets to my door? Or, 
what have I done to merit your ahger or 
death? 

The king seeing him in so great a conster- 
nation, and all pale, and trembling, took him by 
the hand, and said, my dear brother, I believe 
you are sensible that 1 love you very well, and 
you know, that you have done nothing worthy ^ 
of death; and these two mortal men trumpet- 
ing at your door, have put you in this fear and 
tiismay: reflect therefore^ what great fear I^ 
ought to be in, when I consider the last trum- 
pet calling me to the dreadful sentence of— 
Go ye accursed into everlasting Jire^firefiared 
for the devil and hia angela^from the "beginning! 
Since therefore the trumpets that sounded at 
your palace, gave you such terror, no more 
deride that sadness which proceeds from the 
perpetual sound of the trumpet of the last day, 

1 will tell you, said Chrysostom, another story 
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tvhich you may hereafter apply to your o\tn 
conduct; of a king, whose reverence for reli- 
gion, and love for the poor, was remarkable 
by their prayerSj to pacify God against that 
terrible day. : . 

A great king, on at certain day, riding 
through his chief city, met two devout priests, 
and two poor meti, He lighted from his horse, 
and kneeled down at their feet, and said, 
Pray to God for me, that He would deliver rne 
from the severity^ of his sentence at the Idst 
day. Which having done, hp mounted again, 
and went on to the palace: where one of his 
Ibrdsi a particular favorite that might say any 
thing to him, addressed the king in this free 
iiianner: 

My leige, Jroii iid, in itty opinion, yourself 4 
great dishonor to-day, and debased your crown 
and dignityi in dismounting your horse, and 
kneeling to such poor wretched creatures. 
You shall know, replied the king, one of thes6 
days, the reason bf my doing so. 

After k. little time, the king ordered two 
coffin^ to be placed in the hall of the palace; 
one hew and fineljr painted, and adorned with 
golden foliage, but contained in it nothing but 
dead men's bdnes; the other was old, filthy and 
ptten, but contained silver, gold and precious 
stones. This being placed in order, he called 
his courtiers into the hall, and bid the^ lord 
■ivhb had before rfeproved him, take his choice of 
thb two. The beauty of the appearance, point- 
fed his choice to the gilt coffin) which mad6 
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the king bid him open it, and see what he had 
chosen: but the lord was full of confusion, wheh 
he found nothing there but rotten bones of 
dead men. Now, said the king, open the oth- 
er that seems so loathsome, and see what thou 
hast refused; when he found his confusion 
very much increased by a discovery of the gold 
and silver, and precious stones that were in it. 

Do you yet apprehend, said the kitig, why I 
have done this? you may remember the other 
day you reproved me for the honor I paid to the 
priests and the poor, in habit, despicable and 
wretched, like that coffin; but within fiill of the 
treasure oif wisdom and holiness; good priests, 
and the innocent poor, have no small interest 
in the court of heaven. And the coffin ho fair 
and rich without, and filled with nothing but 
rotten bones, is an embleih of those:, who swell 
with the pride of their honors and wealth 
without; but their consciences are replenished 
only with all manner of sins: gaudy, and adorn- 
ed in rich cloths and equipage, but in the eye 
of God, who discerns their hearts^ are more 
filthy and loathsome thai! tarribn. 

Love therefore the poor, said Chrysostom, 
and reverence the ministers of the word of 
salvation, tjie chosen servants of God, and for- 
get nothing of what I have told you. 

Have a care you do not so foolishly as a cer- 
tain countryman, who having taken a nightin- 
gale, was moved by her complaints to let her 
go, in consideration of three valuable things 
which she Would teach him, the observation of 
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which would be of \xry great benefit to him. 
The compact being made between ihe bird 
and the clown, the bird said, the first is, What 
there is a: necessity you should have, be sure 
you never part with; seek not what cannot be 
obtained: the second, The art and mystery of 
thy trade, . discover to none: and the third. 
Never believe an impossibility. 

The clown was much ]»leased with the in- 
struction, and so according to agreement, he 
Jet the nightingale go; who flying to a tree, 
she called to the countryman, and said, What 
a fool art thou to let in ego, since I have in 
jny throat a precious and irtvaluabI6 stone, far 
greater than a goose egg; the clown was ex- 
tremely concerned that he, had so inconsider- 
ately let the tird go, that contained so vast a 
treasure, and endeavored to catch it again. 
When the nightingale called to him, thou fool- 
ish fellow, how well hast . thou observed the 
instructions I gave thee, Part not with what 
you should ke^p, and seek not what cannot be 
obtained: you have had me^but could not keep 
me, and now y6u would have me, when you 
cannot catch me. Never believe impossibili- 
ties, was another; yet th6u believed a stone 
in my throat, bigger than a goose egg; but 
how is that possible, since that is bigger than 
my whole body? get Ihec gone, therefore, for 
^ood counsel I find is thrown away upon thee, 
for thou canst not keep it. But do thou my 
son, Constantine, bear always in mind the doc- 
trines I have taught thee; always rem^mbei^ 
thy last day^ and thou wilt never sin. 
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The time now expiring for the cure of the 
prince, the king was infonned, that ever sinc^ 
the operailons of the physician, he was altered 
,for the better; a cheerful contentedness shone 
in his face, and a celestial joy shone in his 
eyes. The .king was so pleased with the happy 
effect of' the doctor's art, that he pressed hinj 
to stay in his court, and enjoy all the pleasures 
his power aad wealth could affor4 him. But 
unabie to prevail with him to stay, he dismis- 
sed him with abundance of thanks, since h^ 
refused 2^1 i*eward. 

Chrysostom having had this happy success, 
returned to his hiding place; and Thais and 
Varanes (or rather Maria and Constantine) 
met together frequently in prayer, and to dis- 
course of the wonderful mysteries of theChris- 
tian religion, stirring each other up to gratje- 
ful acknowledgnitint of the singular favor be- 
stowed on them by heaven, by sending Chry- 
sostom to deliver them from the dominion of 
the devil. ' 

The prince making such a particular distinc- 
tion between Thais, and the other virgin'Sjij 
drew on her their envy, as if there wasa crinv- 
inal converse betwixt them; an honor whic*h 
they also aspired to, that unable to beair the sv .3. 
picion, they agreed to watch by tunis, their se- 
cret retreat. Wherefore two of tiiQm pb-icing 
themselves behind the hangings* wwte d with 
impatience the rendezvous of the iinagined 
lovers. 

They had not waited long, but the prince 
first came into the room, Thais fipllowing 90Qn 
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after.*^ But the envious observers were not a 
Jiittle surprised to find no manner of approaches 
to love; no amorous, fond dalliances; but on 
the contrary, solemn and serious discourses 
about the world to come, the excellency of the 
Christian Religion, the absurdity of idolatry, 
the comforts of the infinite mercy and good- 
ness of God, both in sending his only Son to 
redeem the offenders against himself; but to 
let him die an ignominious death on the cross, 
to put us in the state of eternal happiness, and 
open those gates of heaven which Adam's sin 
had shut. 

To thee, my dear Maria, said the prince, I 
owe this happiness I now enjoy. It was you 
that first gave me a taste of Christianity. And 
you brought n>e that good physician of my 
soul, thp pious Chrysostom, who by the water 
of baptism, has made me heir to that eternal 
kingdom of glory, where the happiness I shall 
enjoy exceeds all bounds of view and imagin- 
ation. To thee, therefore, I vow myself a per- 
petual friend and brother. 

My lord, replied Thais, I rejoice in our 
common happiness, for I might have sunk in 
ihat idolatrous way I"* was in, had not your in- 
quiries revived those faint images of Christian- 
ity, that were almost buried in oblivion, and 
stirred up our mutual desire and prayers to 
be better instructed: and I shall die with pleas- 
rui'e and satisfaction, when I remember I have 
in some measure been the instrument of your 
conversion. 
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Having spent some time in this pious con- 
versation, tbey went to prayers; where their 
fetrvor was so great, that they moved one of the 
spies to think of what was said, and raised ia 
her a desire of being better instructed, in a re« 
iigton which bore such evident marks of di« 
vinity. 

But the other was too much possessed with 
envy and revenge, to suffer any good thoughts 
to mollify her resentment; resolving, there- 
fore, not to lose so fair an opportunity of ruin- 
ing a rival, as she esteemed the poor Thai^; 
as soon as they were withdrawn, she made hec 
companion go with her lo Phraartes. 

But she that was almost a convert^ stayed 
not long before ahe gavo the other the slip, 
and found out the prince and Thais, and dis- 
covered all that had past; and that her com- 
panion was that minute informing Phraartes, 
with all she had discovered. But that she be- 
ing shook with what she had heard, came not 
only to give them timely notice of the danger 
that threatened them, but to desire to be in- 
structed in that faith they had already embrac- 
ed, and of which she begged to be a partaker. 
The two pious converts were not so much, 
surprised at the discovery, as pleased with the 
gaining a new proselyte. So not waiting for 
the event of the information, or preparing for 
any escape from the danger that threatened 
them, they retired to the apartment where 
' they had been before; and there both the prince 
and Thais, endeavored to set before her all the 
wonders of Christaanity, which they djid IB 90 
4 
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touching a manner, that the virgin was con* 
victcd and converted, and only wanted baptism 
to complete her desires. In the midst of thi» 
discourse, Phraartes was brought to listen to 
their discourse, and thence had a thorough 
proof of what he feaVed. When discovering^ 
himself, he spoke thus to the prince: 

Why, sir, have you thus deceived me and 
yourself, to impose an impostor on me for a 
physician, and suffer him to rob you of your 
sense, land your, future kingdom? you know, 
that being a Christian, you forteit all. My 
lord, my power extends not to your punish- 
ment; but for this source of your evil, Thais, I 
will take care you meet with an immediate re- 
ward of your treachery, nor shall tins your 
perfidious companion, escape my indipjnation. 

He then commanded them to be borne away; 
when the prince thus replied, stopping those 
that were bearing them thence: hold, good 
Phraartes, I think I am yet lord of this place, 
and I will not have it profaned with the blood 
or abuse of the innocent. Your authority ex- 
tends not to any of my retinue, whom I think 
fit to protect. You may give my father what 
intorraation you please; but he, and he only, 
shall violate this sanctuary, and decree what 
he thinks fit about us all three. 

Phraartes knew the king's tenderness for 
his son but two well, not to imagine that it 
might prevail over all considerations. He 
therefore let them go, and left the gate so 
guarded, that they should not escape until his 
return. 
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Phraartcs was not a little puzzled how to 
break the matter to the king, though he him- 
self was innocent; and Chrysostom was ad- 
mitted by Isdegerdes's own order, yet the com- 
merce proving so fatal, he was afraid that it 
might be attributed to his neglect, that this 
discovery was not made until it was too late; 
and that he had not taken care to have had 
always somebody by, to observe the conduct 
and words of Chrysostom. For he remember- 
ed, that princes do not always consider the 
justness of the cause, but their own passions 
and desires; and that when the indignation of 
Isdcgerdes was raised by this ill news, he did 
not know, but that to wreak his revenge, which 
nature would forbid on his own and holy son, 
he might fall upon him for obeying his own 
order. 

These considerations gave him such a con- 
cern, that he fell sick; and the king being in- 
formed of his illness, sent his physicians to 
him, but they found the disease to be in his 
mind, not his body, though that too was dis- 
composed by the agony of his soul. 

The king on this report of the physicians, 
began to imagine that Phraartes had had some 
difference with the prince He therefore, sent 
him word, that he would the next day come 
to see him, and know what was his distemper, 
which the doctors could not find out 

Pliraartes receiving this message, imme- 
diately arose from his bed, and dressing him- 
self, he went to the king, and with a rope a- 
boui his neck, he fell prostrate on the ground 
at the king's feet, and wept. 
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The manner and posture of Pliraarte^, gra^re^ 
the king a veiy great surprise; so taking hitn 
by the hand, he graciously lifted him up, and 
t?ith a countenance quite disarmed of anger, 
demanded the cause of all this strange Qon^ 
duct. 

I come in this maitner, my liege, said Fhraar* 
tes, because I deserve death at your ha^ds;. 
though your majesty, indeed is yet more cul- 
pable than 1 am; for respect and obedience to^ 
your commands have made me guilty, foir 
though you ordered Chrysostom to be admitteci 
and hare free, undisturbed access to the prince, 
yet my care and diligence ought to have 
made me place such spies about him, a» 
might have prevented the horrible mischief 
}0t has done. 

What mischief, interrupted the king, full of 
fear and surprise? What mischief has her 
<ione? He has not murdered my son. 

Alas! (my lord) replied Phraartes, he has 
done I may say worse, he has poisoned bi» 
mind; he has infected it with that abominable 
frenzy of Christianity; which impiously despis* 
es the immortal gods, and set$ up a crucified 
man for a God. Ohi my liege, do with roe 
ivhat you please, my life is a burden to me af* 
ter this day! I see the evils coming on this 
country, the temples of the god& profaned, his 
priesthood cast out, and all the holy images 
burnt or trod under foot. But what touches 
me yet more nearly is, that I must see you> 
my dread sovereign, in all that agony aud 
pain, which an event so intolerable must cau&e 
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in you; let me, therefore die by your royal 
hand, that so in death I may be happy* 

The king was so amazed and confounded at 
this news, that for some lime he was even 
stupid with grief, unable to utter one word. 
But the first onset and fury being over, he 
«aid, no, my Phraartes, if any deserve to suf- 
fer on this account, it is myself; you have 
faithfully discharf^ed your whole trust; you 
could not disobey my orders, and I betrayed by 
my fond love to my son, and the false promises 
of the impostor, gave him power to deceive me 
in so grievous a matter; but I will go with thee 
to the bower, and examine into this matter, and 
see whether the prince will have confidence tp 
owo his degeneracy to me, and justify his guilt. 
With th«se words, full of indignation and 
fury, he went with Phras^rte^ to the bower, 
and coming into the prince's apartment) he 
found him with Thais, and the other convert, 
on their knees at their prayers, and invoking 
that name, which at once confirmed, and pro- 
voked Isdegerdes beyond measure. 

Ohl ungrateful and sottish boy, said the 
king, have I for this indulged thy pleasures, 
and placed all my hopes and my joys in thee 
alone f is here an end of all my promised hap- 
piness? and m^st I derive all my misery from 
thee, in whom I proposed to find all my satis- 
faction? is this the regard thou hast to the 
gray hairs of thy aged fatherl to ma*ie them 
tail from my heisfd with sorrow for thy follies, 
for thy impieties in barkening to a fool, and 
forsaking the worship of the immortal gods, 
♦4 • • 
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to adore a man that was put to death by the 
Jews? 

Retom, my Varanes, return to thy father; 
retum to the ^ods who have defended thy fa- 
ther, and his kingdom, in glory and peacer ahi 
Teturn to my soul, return to thyself. 

As soon as the king began to speak, Vara- 
nes and the virgins arose, discovering no fear 
or dismay on the anger ef so potent a king, 
whose word was life or deaths But they had 
learned to fear God, that can kill both body 
and soul, more than man who has only power 
over the body- 

The king having made an end of his speech, 
Varanes kneeling down, clasped his knees in 
his hands, and thus addressed himself to him: 

My dear father, the satisfaction I find in my- 
felf in the discovery of such comfortable won- 
ders, cannot guard my heart from a concern 
for the pain 1 discover you to be in on my ac- 
count. Believe me sir, I am so sensible of 
your love for me, that no sublunary joy can be 
equal unto it; nor is there any thing in my 
power that I would not do to give you ease, 
and remave this disorder which now usurps 
your bosom: if my life would boy your relief, 
•with joy I would lay it down this monjent. 
Yes, xny lord, and my father, I will not except 
my person in such a case^ for that I had from 
you; but you must give me leave to be as just 
to my heavenly parent, and to except my 
9oul, for that I had from God. My body is 
^ours, dispose of it as you please; but my soul 
IS not your's, and that God and nature allow 
Ale the disposal of mysetf. 
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You accuse me of hearkening to a fool, of 
deserting the immortal gods, and worshipping 
a man. My lord, if I hearkened to Chrysos- 
torn, it was by your order; if I yielded to his 
doctrine, it was the effect of his strong rea- 
sons; and reason was what I have been all 
along, by my instructors, taught to follow. 
Now which is most reasonable, to adore the 
eternal Maker of all things, that has givcu 
tis life, and all the goods of life, that* is wis- 
dom itself, is every where,. and takes care of 
all things; or, a creature that is perished, or 
. a perishable image of him; or the sun itself 
which is a creature of that God that made 
us all, and which yet is Inferior in excellence 
to man) who has a rational and immortal soul 
that can never die, that is the image of God? 
whereas the su|i>moon and stars, as creatures 
shall fall and be extinguished. 

The king was so enraged at this, that he 
could not suffer him to go cn» but taking him 
\iy the hair of the head, he threw him on the 
ground, and trampled on him with his feet* 
and treating him" as if he designed that mo- 
ment to tread out his breath; until weary, he: 
desist.ed, but told him, that unless he quitted 
those opinions of the impostor^ Chrysostom, 
though my only son, and heir to my kingdoms, 
thou shalt suffer an ing^ominious death in the 
very eye of the people, to deter all that shall 
for the future ever think of introducing the 
impious opinions of Christianity into these na- 
tions. 

Varanes not at all daunted with so inhuman 
ap usag:e, rose up and said to his father: 
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Alas! (my lord") can the great Igdegerdes 
think his son capable of being buffeted out of 
his opinions? but, sir, I must needs say, you 
have let your blind bigotry transport you from 
all the tenderness of fatherhood, yet shall nev- 
er make me forget the piety of a son. Yet 
my lord, give me leave to tell you, there is 
a duty from a father to a son, as well as 
from a son to a father. As children should be 
obedient to parents in all lawful commands; 
so ought the parents to desire the good and 
happiness-of their children, both in this life, 
and the next. But your requiring my obedi- 
ence to what the God of heaven forbids, deny 
me that good which you ought to procure. 
You have debarred me that liberty, which is 
my native right, and which the meanest of 
your subjects enjoy, and confined me here to 
a splended prison, like a criminal from my 
birth to this time, aiid all to prevent the de- 
crees of the Lord of heaven and earth, to keep 
nie from the knowledge of that truth you ab- 
thorred by being swallowed up in error, and 
have against your will sent me the very man, 
that was ordained to accomplish the great 
work of my salvation, and reconcile me to 
God, admit me to share of the merits and 
sufferings of my blessed Savior, and Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who having converted me by mira- 
cle, will in a little time convince you of your 
error, and bring you like me, from worship- 
ping idols, or devils, to the worship of the liv- 
ing God, from the poverty of error to the rich- 
ness of truth, from the road of perdition to 
. the righteous paths that lead to heaven and the 
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presence of that God, who made ub all, and 
must make us all happy. If only the renounc- 
ing of this will satisfy you, my lord, I desire 
I may now die for Him, who voluntarily and of 
bis own free will, Touchsafed to satisfy God'a 
wrath, and die for me. 

The king full of indignationf answered him 
not one word^ but commanded him to be con- 
fined to his chamber until further orders^ 
When Phraartes thus spoke to the king: 

My liege, I am informed that one of these 
two virgins whom we found praying with him^ 
was she who first corrupted him, and stirred 
up the curiosity of a further inquiry in the 
prince, and procured the impostor to impose 
first on your majesty, and afterwards on the 
prince; Thus is- her name, and she by her 
fascinating arts ha& so won on his heart, that 
of all the young men and virgins that attend 
him, she only is distinguished by his favor^ 
and perpetually alone with him. New, I ad- 
vise your majesty either to threaten her with 
torments, and death to the prince on his obsti- 
nacy, or really to torture her until she consent 
to use her art and charms to make him return 
from folly to the ancient religion of his coun* 
try. There is yet another, who is a convert 
to their folly, to execute her in public, maybe 
of use to deter all others for the future from 
listening to the Christian fooleries. 

The king seemed well pleased with the ad- 
vice, and immediately calls the two virgina 
before him; and fixing his eyes sternly upon 
them, demanded what they had to say to an 
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accusation against them of being converts to 
Christianity. 

Thais first replied, with a handsome confi- 
dence worthy of truth, and that modesty which 
ought to be in maids: 

My lord, (said she) to deny the accusation 
would be folly and falsehood. I am too publicly 
convicted by the diligence of my lord Phraar- 
tes; nor do I thinfe it consistent with the reli- 
gion I profess, to deny so glorious a truth, for 
which I am ready to lay down my life. But my 
lord, methinks every event of this affair should 
convince you that you fight against heaven; 
but that is a battle you can never gain the vic- 
tory in, because man cannot resist, or disap- 
point what heaven decrees. The decree of 
heaven was told you by your Magi, you imme- 
diately declare it, immure the prince from all 
commerce with human kind, except a chosen 
few in whom you thought you might confide. 
This retirement brought to my mind those 
principles I had learned in my infancy, and by 
a miraculous energy enlarged my notions in 
things that the pleasures and hurry of the 
court had almost blotted out of my memory. 
The prince is permitted to go abroad; and 
there soon discovers the frailty of human nj^- 
ture, which with so much industry, had been 
always kept from him. This made him re- 
flect on his condition, how imcertain his life 
was, and how soon he might die, not Jbaving 
one single moment in his power. Conversing 
on these heads, 1 recollected what 1 had for- 
merly heard about them among the Christians, 
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until both of our hearts full of desire, prayed 
to heaven for further instruction. When our 
prayers being heard, by another miracle, 
Chrysostom is sent by the order of God to in- 

^ struct us perfectly in that holy religion, and 
thus destroy all your iK^isdom and caution 
against it. The king said, 

As much as you have destroyed it, you have 
only made a pit for yourself to fall in, for you 
too shall die, unless you renounce that faith; 
and the prince you corrupted, follow your fate 
if he remain obstinate, and so at once put an 
end to your hopes of spreading your infection 
among my subjects. 

Thus saying no more, he ordered a rack, 

' and a fire to be made just against the window 
of the prince's apartment where he was con- 
fined; who had notice sent him of the sen- 
tence passed upon Thais and her companion. 
The prince begged for their lives with a great 
deal of ardor, and proffered his own as an 
atonement for all. But this was not suffi-* 
cient, it was his perversion, not life, that 
bis father desired. 

The morning is come, and numbers of peo- 

i pie admitted to see the execution. She that 

I is to be burut is tied to the stake, and fire set 
to the faggots, when in the midst of the flames 
she sung praises to God, and the fire was im- 
mediately put out by the violence of the rain, 
that fell only on the spot where the fire was. 
Thais on the other side was put to the rack, 
disrobed of her clothes, but endured it with 
admirable patience, praying and singing 
psalms all the while. 
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This being in the sight of the prince, was 
so far from terrifying him, that he receiv- 
ed a further confirmation of his faith froia 
their sufferings. 

The tormentors being weary, and the pun- 
ishment adjourned, Thais thus spoke to the 
people: 

You see, my brethren, the arm of the most 
High in delivering us from torments and 
death that must have ended us both, had we 
been left to ourselves; for it was not in the 
power of nature to undergo either without dy- 
ing; convert therefore, your hearts from your 
wicked ways, leave adoring stocks and stones, 
the work of men's hands, of creatures, howev- 
er excellent in their natures, yet not worthy 
of our worship, as unable to help and deliver 
you in the day of tribulation; but believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has rendered the vio* 
lence lof tormentors, and fehe malice of his cn- 
enfiies inefiectual. 

Now when the heathen priesthood beheld 
this, and observed many of the people touched 
with what they had seen, and almost forsaking 
their idolatry, one of them stood up, and thus 
spoke to the people: 

My friends and countrymen, let not the sor- 
ceries of these witches deceive you, for they are 
enchantresses, and protect themselves against 
the justice of the law and the kin^s will, by ne- 
cromancy and unjust arts, which are death by 
our statutes. 

Thais then made this reply to the pnest, 
while all the people listened to ber. 
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My beloved, said she, observe but the weak- 
ness of this priest's assertions, when he makes 
the power of necromancy greater than the pow- 
er of his gods, for our contempt of whom we 
were brought here to suffer. For if those gods 
(which are only stocks and stones animated by 
lUe devil) regarded their own honor, they 
would never suffer a deity set up against them 
to prevail to their dishonor. But it is plain wc 
invoked Jesus Christ, and he, hearing our 
prayers has delivered us in spite of the idols, 
and their power, which he always, and in all 
places confounds. Bring me to your gods, 
and your oracles, and I will make them own 
themselves only devils, and our God the only 
God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

With this there came a great tumult among 
the people, and many cried out. Great is the 
Ood of the Christians! Glory be to Jesus 
Chrisil so that for fear of further mischief, 
they dismissed the people, and conveyed the 
confessors to their prison, which was a noisome 
dungeon, which yet their faith and prayers 
turned into a paradise. 

The king being told all that passed, his rage 
Avas further blown up by the priests, and there- 
fore, vowed to the gods to sacrifice all that 
<lurst own the name of Christ, not excepting 
his own son. 

One of the priests named Barsanes, the 

most learned of the tribe, thus pacified the 

king by assuring him, that if he would give- 

him admission to the prince, he did not at all 

5 
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question but he should reclaino him to their 
idoiatry; and to an entire obedience to his will 
in all things. 

The king approved of the motion, and or- 
dered him admission, wishing him that suc- 
cess which could give him repose and satisfac- 
tion. 

Barsanes being addmittcd, thus addressed 
himfself to the princei 

My lord, I am extremely troubled to find the 
heir and hopes of Persia thus confined to a 
prison, when his youth and vigor fit him for 
all the pleasures of his age, and the grandeur 
of a court. I have heard of the cause, but it 
seems of so small importance, that I wonder 
a person of yourhighriess*s wit and fine sense, 
should ever be so fond of it, as to lose all that 
is valuable for a chimera. On you, are the 
hearts of i-ll the people fixed, and yet you en- 
deavor by assuming so odious and unpopular an 
opinion to banish yourself from their hearts; for 
while you listen to such an impostor as Chrys- 
ostom, you worship a man that sufiered as a 
malefactor, and innovator. If nothing must be 
adored but the invisible cause of all things, 
why do you adore a man that died like one of 
lis. But if any mortal may be adored, those cer- 
tainly deserve it most, who have done such 
noble actions for the good of their country, 
that in the adoration of them, we excite others 
to imitate them in the virtues, by which to ob- 
tain the same honors. 

When the priest had gone on a while with 
his subtle harrangue, before the prince wou^d 
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return hhn any answer, h^ retired and 
prayed to God, that he would so far bless his 
endeavorsi as to inake Barsanes a convert, since 
he being one of the most learned of his tribe 
and of the greatest authority among them, his 
conversion would be of great consequence to 
the Christian cause^ and the glory of God* 

Having finished his prayer, he came s»gain to 
Barsanes, and disputing with him for his own 
i>eing, he made him acknowledge one God, and 
his attributes; thence he proved the law of na- 
ture, and the inconsistence of the plurality of 
gods with that divine nature he had proved. 
Thence he proceeded to the law of Moses; and 
^he miracles that established it, and recalled a 
small handful of God*s people to the true wor- 
ship, and mingled all along the sacred history, 
^ith that perspicuity and brevity, that energy 
and ^eal, that he made him an equal hearer of 
the gospel of Christ, which he set forth in a 
manner the most moving and pathetic in the 
world. 

This argument of the prince did not only 
vanquish those of the priest, but converted 
him to Christianity, and made him immedi- 
ately go out of Persia, to seek the knowledge 
of the faith, and by baptism to be received in- 
to the body of the faithful. 

Just as he went away he wrote to the king 
to let him know his conversion, and to beg 
him for his own sake to listen to his soU). for 
that the Christian religion was the only 
sourceof happiness, both in this life and in 
the other. In short, he wrote so pressingly to 
Isidegerdes, that had his heart not been steel- 
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ed, he must immediately have relented. But 
a courtier standing Ly when the letter was 
read, ridiculed the contents, and said, that 
Barsanes had been a secret Christian, and on- 
ly took this method to promote so bad a cause' 
by treachery and infidelity to his king, and the 
gods. And this he' asserted with that confi- 
dence, as if he had kown it to have been matter 
of fact. For courtiers will assert, and swear any 
thing that may make to their own interest, or 
the flattery of the prince's humor, though 
never so vicious; 

The king on this was for pursuing Barsanes 
and putting him to death, but he was dissua- 
ded by a grave counseller that was by, telling 
him he would do Persia less mischief by leav- 
ing it, than by suffering in it, since human kind 
being much governed by the passions, were 
often corrupted by their pity for the sufferings 
of the persecuted, and imbibed a notion, that 
what they suffered for must be true, else they 
would not prefer their tenets to their safety. 
Wherefore, said he, if your majesty design any 
further punishment of the prince and his con- 
federates, let it be done in private, none being 
by but men of understanding that cannot bo 
influenced in that manner. But in my opinion , 
you had best try them by threats, and let Thais 
and the prince be brought together, as to take 
leave of each other, before they both go to 
jdeath; persuading them that their companion 
tvas already put to death. 

This advice pleased the king, so a scaffold 
was built before the bower window in the gar- 
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dens, and Thais and the prince brougjht as 
was before designed. But their meeting was 
attended with abundance of joy and satisfac- 
tion, and yet before they parted, the prince 
took the harid of Thais, and said, To thee have 
I under God, owed my happiness, thy suf- 
ferings for his sake has showed thee to have 
a nobie soul, and worthy a Christian prince; 
I therefore, here make thee my wife, that 
when we are both dead we may be buried, in 
one monument, there united as in the nuptial 
bed, whence we shall arise to the feast of the 
lamb. So with a chaste kiss, and some prayers, 
they were parted and led away to execution. 

When the king was informed of what was 
passed, he knew not what course to take; but 
summoned a council to ask what measures he 
shouldobserve in this affair. 

One of the company thus delivered his opin- 
ion: 

My liege, great souls are never to be won 
by severity; they disdain tp be hectored out 
of their sentiments; and grow obstinate by 
persecution, who might be moulded like wax 
by a more gentle procedure. My advice, there- 
fore is, that you go yourself to your son, assure 
him of your fatherly kindness, and that you 
have by evil counsellors been put upon these 
cruel measures; but that you leave him free lo 
dispose of himself, and his fellow-prisoners as 
be thought fit. 

The king soon complied with this proposal, 
and went to his son with a smiling countenance, 
and thus addressed himself to him: 
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You know, my Varanes, that you are by na* 
ture and inclination the dearest thing tome in 
this world, and that my mind is never at rest 
that day when I do not behold thee: that thou art 
the chief jewel of my crown, and must rule 
these kingdoms after me, if your own folly and 
obstinacy do not make the people and nobility 
reject thee for their king, and even dispise nie 
for suffering thee to live after thy profession of 
the Christian faith. You may imagine what I 
suffer for thy sake, being night and day 
disquieted on account of thy happiness and 
dignity. But you alas! but ill requite my love 
and my pains, increasing my misery in thy ob- 
stinate pursuit of thy ownvpcrdiiion and ruin; 
have, therefore, pity of my old age, and thy 
own youth, and give up U^y foolish opinion lo 
my wishes, and thy safety. For I see plainly, 
that when the grandees hear thou art a Chris- 
tian, they will not only, as I have said, scorn 
thee, but rebel against me; I beg, thee there- 
fore, to listen no more to the follies of Chrys- 
ostom, nor be the loss of the kingdom to my- 
self, to thee, and my family. But being satis- 
fied that it was an unreasonable way which i 
took, I now leave ihec to thyself, and this to 
thy own generosity. Thy companions I leave 
in thy power, do with them what thou wilt 

Varanes replied, my lord, and my father, I 
am sensible that I am dear to you, and that 
you love me with an uncommon love; I am 
satisfied, that all I have suficred has been the 
effect of even that love misguided by an erro* 
nequs zeal. I confess, I owe my life to you 
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antl all ihat could make life happy in this 
world, and I shall always pay you the duty of 
a 9on for it. Command me any thing, that is 
reasonable, any thing) in which I may obey 
you without a crime, any thing, in which my 
duty to my heavenly Father, and you, may not 
clash, and I will obey you with a ready cheer- 
fulness. But do not prefer this to that above, 
peculiarly beautified with the presence of God: 
I grieve for your error, that leads you to wor- 
ship idols and devils, thinking them true gods; 
-whereas there is only one true and everlasting 
God, the Father of heaven, and his only Son 
Jesus Christ, and his Holy Spirit, which makes 
but one and the same individual divine power. 

I tremble, when I remember that in hell 
there is a pl^ce of eternal torments for all those 
who hear of the gospel, yet obstinately reject 
it; nor is that'unjust, since the evidence is so 
great, that to deny it you must forsake your 
reason*, and that is a renouncing your humani- 
ty. I beg you, therefore, sir, to leave your 
devious way, and turn to Jesus Christ, who is 
the only path to bring you to his heavenly 
kingdom, which never will have an end. 

You are pleased to tell me, that your lords 
hearing that I was a Christian, would oppose 
you, and deprive me of the succession. For 
my part, I am content to lose an earthly king- 
dom, to gain one in heaven; to lose the com- 
pany of your proud grandees, to get the com- 
pany of angels in heaven. 

When Isdegerdes found the resolution of 
his son fixed; an4 that nothing could dissuade 



56 The Royal Convert. 

him from being a Christian; he left him in 
disdain, only saying, with a mixture of grief 
and rage, now I plainly see, that thou deserv- 
est death, So returning to his palace, entered 
the council, and told them he found no meas- 
ures he could take would alter his son*s mind, 
and make him quit his erroneous opinion. 

When one of the council addressing himself 
to the king, said— If your majesty will please 
to listen to my advice, I believe I have found 
out a way, that may produce the desired effect. 
There is one of the most ancient of the Magi, 
who very much resembles Chrysostom, for I 
saw him more than once, when I have gone 
to pay my duty to the prince: Instruct him in 
what part he must act) and faintly defend the 
Christian religion in the person of Chrysosiom. 
Then let proclamation be made, that ^11 per- 
sons whatever, Christians or Pagans, that have 
a mind to hear a dispute betwixt the wise men 
of Persia, and Chrysostom, in the preference 
of the Christian or Pagan religion,- may couik 
and go safely from your courtj without any 
lett, hindrance or molestation; and that the 
court and your majesty will follow that whicU 
is proved to be the most excellent of the two; 
but that which is proved the worst, shall l>c 
rejected and despised. But you must per- 
fectly instruct your false defender of the Ch rib - 
tians, that he make a weak defence a wliilc, 
and then suifer himself to be vanquished, an4 
fairly acknowledge that our's is the most cx- 
vellent religion. 

Let your son the prince be present at tl.«^ 
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disputation^ but not near enough to discover 
the fallacy; and when he begins to yield, let 
him apply himself to the prince, and say, the 
Christian faith which I taught thee is false 
and impious, but that of the Pagans just and 
holy; let us therefore, my son, quit that reli- 
gion in which we have both been deceived, 
and turn to the religion of our country, which 
only is rigbt and rational. 

So the prince taking him by his extreme^ 
likeness for Chrysostom, by this his declara- 
tion, will easily be won to relinquish his error, 
and return to our religion. 

This project was highly approved by the 
council, and the king soon put it in execution, 
first proposing a considerable reward for tak- 
ing Chrysostom and bringing him alive to the 
court, and in a little time, was rumored abroad 
that he was taken, and that this dispute was 
allowed by the king for the conviction of the 
prince. And sending for the wise man that 
was so like Chrysostom, and informed him of 
aU that had happened in the court, and how 
his son had been corrupted by this Chrysos- 
tom, and for that cause he was sent for to per- 
sonate the impostor, in a sham dispute to be 
overthrown, by that means jto recover his son 
from his madness. 

The wise man promised the king that all 
tilings should be done according to his desire. 
So the king went to his son and told him, that 
Chrysostom by much industry being found, he 
had so far pardoned him as to allow him a dis- 
pute with the Magi, and to prove the excel- 
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lency of his religion, or to yield to the Pagaiis; 
and that whosoever got t)ie best in the dispute, 
the court and the kingdom should follow that 
opinion. 

IVIy father, replied Varanes, I am wonder- 
fully rejoiced at the news you tell me, both of 
the arrival of Chrysostom, and that you are so 
just to admit this dispute, which is the fairest 
way of coming to the truth; I therefore desire 
I may be present at it, and hear what my mas- 
ter will say, and how excellently defend the 
most excellent of religions. This request, as 
desired of the father, was easily granted to 
the son. 

Proclamation being made of coming safe, 
and returning from the court, for all the Chris- 
tians and Pagans, that would hear the dispute, 
multitudes of both religions, especially of the 
more learned, flocked to the C9urt on that day. 
The disputants being ready, the king sent for 
the prince, and placed him next to him at 
such a distance from the false Chrysostom, as 
was sufficient to deceive the eye M^th a very 
great likeness; but eying him with a great deal 
of eaniestness, he was confounded, sometimes 
doubting whether it was he or not, when stand- 
ing up in the audience, he thus addressed him- 
self to him: 

Chrysostom, said he, from thy mouth did I 
hear the doctrine of heaven in private in my 
bower, where thou didst, with learning and 
zeal, instruct me in the Christian faith, and 
now thou art brought hither in public, to de- 
f<^nd that faith against th^ wise men of PersU. 
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A^therefore, ihou hasl preached Christ in 
private to me, now suffer not thyself to be 
vanquished with the fear or menaces of the 
king, for if thou do, know thou shall notes- 
cape death, and that most ignominious. Stand 
firHi therefore, to thy tenets, else the shame 
of being vanquished will be the least of thy 
punishment. 

These words of the prince bearing a double 
meaning, were taken by the false Chrysostom, 
the more terrible, that of the present time; so 
pondering with himself what to do betwixt the 
king and the prince, he resolved on the middle 
way, of giving both religions a share of his 
praise. 

Thus he resolving, was miraculously disap- 
pointed by the Holy Spirit's entering him, and 
mnaking him speak in such a majestic and ter- 
libte manner, that so confounded the wise 
lanen, that they had not one word to say for 
themselves. The king highly provoked with 
this conduct longed for an end of the dispute 
tx> put him to death; which being thus ended, 
with an event much contrary to the court 
expectations, the prince embraced the con^ 
queror as if the true Chrysostom, and went to 
the king to desire him to stay that night with 
bim. The king did not deny the request, car- 
r>'ing it fair with the prince, and the disput- 
ant, ordering him the next morning to come 
to his court. 

The prince having his imagined Chrysostom 
with him, began to inquire of his fortune, and 
how tte i?as taken, and the rest that had been 
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told him. But he immediately undeceived 
him, and told the prince all that had been plot- 
ted agaiust the Christians, and that he was not 
Chrysostom, but one of the Magi, that bore so 
great a likeness to him, as had made him be 
made choice of to represent his person; but 
that after he began, he found the Holy Spirit 
rush upon him, and move his tongue to utter 
those wonders; so that, said he, the Christian 
faith is evidently the best, and of the high 
God, since of power to make its enemies 
plead in its defence, in that holy faith, there- 
fore I mean to live and die. 

Having spent most of the night in religious 
conversation, Varanes advised him to make 
his escape very early, and not to go to the' 
court, where he certainly would be put to 
death; he took the prince's advice, and got in- 
to the adjacent woods, and so by night trav- 
elled till he got out of the kingdom. The 
king sending for him in the morning, and 
hearing he was gone, and had declared him- 
self a Christian, full of fury and indignation ho 
went to Varanes and said to him: 

You had best take my advice, and now at 
last forsake the Christian religion, or your 
high birth shall not excuse you from the most 
cruel of torments. 

Varanes, not at all affected with these threats,' 
assured him, that nothing should be able to 
make him forsake the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The king all in a rage, cursed him 
«nd the day of his birth. It was indeed told 
me, says he, that thou would be a rebels and 
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a vciy great grief to my soul, bnt I promise 
thee e^cr long I will put an end to this pain, 
by removing thee out of my sight forever, in a 
just and ignominious death. So he left him in 
a rage, commanding his guard to admit no per- 
son whatsoever to the prince. Then in a great 
fury he caused two Christians to be put to 
death, and their bodies dragged about the 
bovver, to terrify him the more, who seeing 
the cruelty of his father, wept, and kneeling 
down, prayed for his conversa^tion> and that he 
might be thought worthy of being a martyr, s\) 
to arrive at eternal life. 

When three days was past, and the anger of 
the king a little abated, he summoned his 
council, and asked their advice^ whether he 
should put his son Varanes to death, for said 
he, if he live, he will not only continue a Chris- 
tian, but will convert all my subjects to the 
Christian faith. 

But one of the Magi that was present, spoke 
thus to the king: It is not, sir, fit that a father 
should put his own son to death, it will look so 
unnatural, that the people will certainly prevent 
it, and perhaps may be led on to rebellion; 
take therefore my advice, and I believe, I may 
assure you of your son's return to the religion 
you would have him of. Let me hear, there- 
fore, said the king, what remedy you propose, 
that with the approbation of my council, I may 
pursue it with vigor. 

Let fifteen young virgins (said the wise man) 
be made choice of, the fairest and most beauti- 
ful your empire can afford^ none above sixteen 
6 
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years of age, P«t tbcm all into the bower 
along with him, with this promise, that she 
that can win him to any corrupt pleasure, shall 
have him for her husband. Youth, beauty, 
and opportunity, and languishing enticements 
will work on his stubborn will, and when na- 
ture prevails, the ice of enthusiasm will melt 
away, and leave him another taste of things. 
For women are adapted to work on the mind of 
man, of which I will give you an example. 
' There was a certain king like yourself, who 
for many years ha<l no son; but at last the 
queen conceived and brought him a brave boy. 
On his birth the prince called his Magi to- 
gether, to inquire into the/futuie fortune of 
his son; they told him that if he beheld the 
4iun, till after he was fifteen years old, he 
would be blind. So the king caused a subter- 
ranean chamber to. be made, and adorned it 
with all that could make it delightful, but the 
light of the sun, which no window or loop-hole 
admitted. The time being expired, and he 
come forth into the light of the sun, all that 
was fine and rich was set before him, as jewels, 
cabinets, rich hangings, fowls, women, &c. 
When he saw the women he asked what they 
were, one of the ladies pleasantly replied, we 
are devils. After a little time, being shown 
abundance of other rarities, the king asked 
him, which of all he had seen pleased him 
best? He answered, those creatures, that are 
called devils. So that man having a natural 
tendency to woman, she only can soften his 
-ScOul, and bring him to what bent she pleases. 
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What this wise man had said, was highly 
approved by all the board, and the king seem- 
ed very much pleased vvith the project. So he 
caused fifteen of the most beautiful virgins in 
his empire to be found out, and having them 
Avell instructed in all the arts of bewitching 
mankind, and coiTupting the most innocent 
and averse, bribed by so great a price as being 
made a princess of Persia, for her lewdest cn« 
dcttvors. Being perfect in their lesson, they 
were enclosed in the bower, and locked up, no 
creature being suffered to come near them, all 
necessaries being daily bix)ught with the prin- 
ce's refreshments. There were baths prepar- 
ed, and while they were naked in the baths, all 
the soft songs that could inspire lust and de« 
|ire, were sung by the most harmonious voices. 

The prince knowing nothing of the desigfi^ 
and hearing the music, passed to the place 
-whence the melody came; but then was infi- 
nitely surprised to find so many beautiful 
young virgins all naked, and disposed in the 
most inviting manner. Varnes not touched as 
they hoped, sent forth many a sigh, and retir- 
ed, praying that he might have power to resist 
those temptations^ which he saw were prepar- 
ed for him. 

O Lord Christl said he on his knees, wI>o 
always affords thy assistance to those that call 
on thee sincerely; preserve me from those en- 
ticements, those infernal spirits, having no 
power in myself to resist such temptations, un- 
less thy holy grace surround me, and guard 
my frail heurt; for I ani near ^ntp death> for^r 
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saken of my father, despised of the world, and 
tempted by the flesh, ^d the devil, and all the 
faculties of my restless soul full of fear and 
terrof. Regard, therefore, my prayers, and 
now deliver me from the assaults of these 
fiends. 

Having fortified himself with thisprayer, he 
never left his chamber for^ fear of the like 
tfight. But the virgins impatlient of the prom- 
ised reward of the crown of Persia, agreed 
among themselves, that each in her tum» dres- 
sed as gaudy and inviting as possible, should 
try her fortune alone, since in such a company, 
and in such a manner as they were last seen, it 
was likely that he might be confounded in his 
choice, or ashamed of the onset* 

They each tried several ways to win him t^|^ 
^heir embraces, but in vain; he was all cold^| 
ness, all ice to their witcheries^ their eyes 
could not warm him, their tongues had no 
charms, and all the beauties of their bodies, 
eagerness of their caresses, were insipid and 
tasteless. 

The last that was to try was more charming 
than the rest, and much more cunning, for 
hiding herself in his bed chamber, she stayed 
till he had taken bis repose, and just at the ap- 
proach of day stole softly naked into his bed. 
When seizing him in her arms, and throwing 
her limbs ail round him, which held him in 
such fetters that few could have had the will 
to get free from. When he, waking from his 
sleep, found himself so closely besieged, that 
he could not easily deliver him^lf from the 
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vigorous assault. When struggling to hold 
him she spake to him in this manner: 

Ahl beautiful prince, can you be so cold, 
ivhen you have warmth enough to kindle such 
a fire in my breast, as to make me throw aside 
all virgin modesty, and seek that from you, 
which ought with submissive entreaties to be 
won from me. Consider, you are young, and 
so am I, you are lovely, so am I, you are a 
Christian, I half a pagan, that could not resist 
thy arguments to Christianity, would but your 
kindness render me calm enough to hear what 
you could say. But while I burn with love and 
desire, it would be talking to the winds; nature 
bids you take pity on my sufferings, ahd by thy 
kindness thou wilt gain a soul to Christ. If 
you think this commerce a ^in, let us here 
plight o^r faith, and th^t will make our enjoy- 
ments a merit, not a crime, while you only do 
the duty of a husband, I of a wife. Cast thy 
eyes on my beauties, and see haw all oyer 
lovely 1 am, and worthy to be the princess of 
Persia; throw aside therefore, this unnatural 
cruelly, take pleasure in my persoq, that we 
niay have children to be the friends and ser- 
vants of God. You knaw, and I h^ye heard 
that your God ordained matrimony at the be- 
ginning; that peter the apostle had both wife 
and children, we shall therefore t^y this means 
have seals in heaven. You also know, that 
when one sinner repents, there is joy in heav- 
en; give the angels therefore that joy they der 
light in, by giving me that pleasure 1 beg for 
*6 
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When Varanes had heard this cunning^ 
speech of this virgin, who had been well in^ 
structed before by her friends; that she would 
turn Christian, that the bonds of matrimoDy 
were holy, and that he should thus gain a soul 
to God; when on the other side he saw the 
beauties of the virgin, felt the warmth of her 
embraces, and found nature in himself strongly 
pleading her cause, he could not but yield half 
consent to her wishes; but he suddenly heard 
a voice that cried Varanes forbear, thou art 
just upon the brink of perdition; he gave such 
a start, that he forced himself from her arni&« 
and leaped from the bed, and immediately 
wrapping himself in his gown« he fled to his 
closet, and locked himself in. Then falling on 
his knees, he prayed with such zeal and fer- 
vor^ that he fell into a trance, in which he be* 
held the glory of heaven, the choirs of angels, 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs 
singing eternal praises to their Creator, and 
telling him this was the reward of those who 
resisted temptations on earth, and did the will 
of Ood. 

After this he was shewn hell, where he saw 
the torments the damned endure, and heard 
great shrieks and groans. There he saw the 
cunning statscman,that had sacrificed all things 
di\'ine and humane to his'interest in this worlds 
roaring in insufferable tortures, and cursing 
his mistaken vanity in thinking himself wiser 
than God, by neglecting and laughing at all 
the holy institutions of Christ, in making a jest 
ef the^mmortality of the soul against the clear 
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light of nature, and the assurances of revela- 
tion. There he saw the foolish miser, who 
had undergone almost an hell on earth for 
the sake of avarice, and that money he could 
not enjoy, when half the pains and fatigue in 
religion, and living according to the rules of 
gospel, would have borne him up by. the merits 
of Christ, to a participation of his kingdom and 
glory; whereas now he found an unutterable 
round of misery, that never was to have an end, 
There he saw the sharper, who mi^ht by 
honest industry have lived a good Christian, 
and died happily, damned for cheating fools out 
of their money and estates. Pride, vanity, and 
luxury, were here punished in their several 
ways. 

When he had with a geat deal of terror 
viewed this dismal scene, he heard a voice 
that said, having seen those punishments, sia 
no more; but keep thyself chaste, pure anduti- 
defiied from all manner of crimes; be merciful, 
be kind to the poor, take a fatherly care of th^ 
subjects, who are thy children committed by 
God to thy charge for their good, not thy pieas'r 
ure. Be a good Christian, and thou ahalt have 
the possession of that glory thou hast seen; 
but if thou follow the ways of the world, and 
the unlawful delights which it throws in thy 
way, thou shalt be thrown into this gulph to 
burn without rest or respite, with the devil 
and his angels forever. 

Tl^e terror of this vision had so weakened 
him wheli he waked, that he weeping bitterly 
for th^'gfjb^s he had seen the damned endure/ 
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that coining from his closet^ he looked like a 
ghost, and tell down on his bed. The virgin 
Viho had been so subtle a temper of him, dur- 
ing his trance, had put on her clothes* but 
found such a terror within her, that unable ta 
know the cause, prayed Varanestoibrgive her, 
and interceed for her with heaven, for nothing 
but that could have protected him from her 
allurements. He promised her his prayers; 
but -she observing his desperate condition, sent 
the king word of his illness. The news soon 
brought Isdegerdes to the bower; and coming 
to the bed-side where his son lay, he asked 
him the cause of his distemper? 

1 am surprised, my lord and father, said he , 
that you should vouchsafe to come and see me, 
after you have done what you can to destroy 
me eternally; had your temptations prevailed, 
I had utterly perished. But my Savior re- 
garding the sincerity of my will, took pity upon 
me, and enabled me to resist those witcheries 
Vf flesh and blood, which otherwise must have 
vanquished me He shewed me 4 he joys of 
heaven and the torments of hell, the rewards 
of the good, and the wicked* The terror was 
^o great, that when I came to myself I found 
such a weakness that my legs couUI i.ot Mfj>- 
port me; nor can I receive any comfort, but by 
Tecalling the image of those joys which I saw 
in heaven, l^cave off, therefore, Sir, 1 beseech 
you, the damnable errors you are in, give no 
. more credit to your idols and devils; for they 
•will deceive you, ahd biing you into \Jio§«^ 
horrible and endless |orments, I Iatel}^^had a 
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view of iii hell. But turn, convinced by all 
that is past, to Christ Jesas, who the tnoment 
you are converted from your evil ways, will 
pardon all your sins, and free you from those 
eternal pains, by giving you joys as eternal 
with himself, in everlasting life and glory« 

The king having heard him out, fell i 
laughing extremely,and saying he was mad, left 
the room; but not without a great deal of won» 
der and surprise, that in all that youth his son 
could be able to resist the dalliances and tempt* 
ations of so many young vingins, all billing 
and inviting him to gratify a pleasure so nat- 
ural to youth. 

When he was come to the palace, he con* 
suited his council what further he should do. 
Let Thais, said he, and her companion, be 
corrupted with the pleasures ho has refusedf 
and then she in whom he has such a confidence 
may work on bis heart, which she will not re« 
jfuse on such a bribe, when already she has 
perceived the pleasure; and her companion 
may be of no small use to the same purpose^ 
since a convert of the prince's. 

The advice was immediately put into ex- 
ecution; and two handsome young noblemen 
chose to make their addresses to the two vir.« 
gins who were ordered to be taken out of their 
dungeon, refreshed with baths, and rich food, 
not only to recover their strength, but to fill 
them with wishes and desires, suitable to 
their ag^ and complexion* 

Being thus refreshed every day with the 
bath, and rich wines, and luscious^ food, the 
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young noblemen were admkted; who madr 
thek addresses with all court-arts of int^gue, 
and tried to find the easiest aTenues to tfaeir 
hearts; but they £o«ind them impregnable; all 
they could say had n& e&ct, all they could do 
coiUd make no impression; they seem beauti- 
ful forms of marble, not ftesh and blood, not 
giving them so much hopes as Pigmalioa^s tvo^ 
ry statue, of becoming softer by prayers or 
earessea* 

Tired wttli their coyness^ asnd ashamed to be 
foiled by two silly girls, who had found such 
StUGcesa with ladies of the court, as never to 
meet with a fort they could not take; they 
resolved to be admitted the next bathing-time 
$nto the baths, when they were naked, and 
there force that from them which hitherto they 
had denied to all their entreaties. 

In ovder to this, being undressed to tbeii* 
gownfiy they were hid near the bath; and when 
Thais and her companion were entered the 
bath in the dusk, for modesty's sake, they went 
4nto them, and each in a moment clasping his 
mistress, bore her out of the bath to twot little 
beds made for roposing on after their washing. 
In vain they struggled, but naked a&they were, 
they were borne to the light, and there forced to 
suffer the embraces they abhorred. However, 
the men either weakened by desire, or the 
power of their prayers, could not obtain the 
beight of their wishes, only with a touch of 
their bodies and hands, gave them pain with- 
out pleasure. 

Thai& at la$t thou|^t best to dissemble; and 
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«aid, my 4ord, why should you go to force that 
from me by violence, which your merit, and 
mth much more satisfaction to both, may soon 
^ be master of? If yo« really love me a6 you pro- 
fess, why will you attempt what must make 
me hate you forever! Suffer me to hide myself 
under the clothes, and have you patience to ar^ 
gue me into the tenderness you desire? This 
<:our6e only frights me, and causes a resistance, 
which mUst m^jrder your joys. 

This cunning speech moliilied her lover, so 
as he permitted her to throw the lawn sheet 
over her beautiful body, which yet scarce for- 
bid his eyes a view of her charms, at least the 
fincshapc of her lovely body was most- plain 
and visible. 

In ihe mean time the others were ina terrible 
struggle,. and the nobleman now almost in pos-^ 
session of what he desired, when the miserable 
maid's entreaties and prayers, sighs, tears and 
outcries, signified nothing; with a zeal unpar- 
alleled, she bit off her own tongue, and spit it 
in his face. This was a terror too great not 
to quench his brutal lust, and raise his pity 
, for an evil he had caused. He saw her faint 
\ away, and the blood streaming from her mouth 
} in such abundance, that death could not be far 
off. So frighted with the catastrophe of his 
impious attempts^ he ran in that condition to 
his friend on the other side to tell the mis- 
fortune. 

Thais in the mean while by art, having 
calmed the first fuvy by plausible discourses, 
soothed his listening ear. till passing from one 
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thing to another, she brought him to consider 
the bratality of the fact, and to reflect on his 
ovfTi nature, its cause and its end; and so by 
degrees won him to bear the mention of reli- 
gion; when his friend came to him %viih an 
account of the effect of his mistress's obstinate 
virtue. 

Thais throwing on her light garment, flew 
to her assistance; but alt too late, for she was 
by this time quite gone, all the blood in her 
body having near emptied itself by her tongue. 

The two noblemen coming in their gowns 
to see what was become of the lady, found 
Thais lameming her fate, and at the same time 
applauding her virtue and constancy; as they 
approached — Behold, said she, the trophic* 
you have wpn by your violence; you iiave in- 
cuTred a heavy sin on your own selves, of mur- 
der and rape, at least in your intentions; though 
^c bravely prevented her shame and offence, 
by a courage nothing but religion could inspire. 
Does not this touch your hearts? Does it not 
show yovk that there is something divine, that 
could insipre a woman with such resolution? 
Think of it) and repent, and listen to the word 
of God, which teaches Jesus Christy regulates 
our passionS) and refines man to his native ex- 
cellence; that tells you that your soul is im- 
mortal) and capable of eternal p^in^ and eter- 
nal pleasui^, and that it must undergo one or 
the other; and since this life is of so uncertain 
and short a date, that we are not sure of it one 
xBoment; and since this eternal pain^ and eter- 
jHl pleasure, depends on thi» very moment of 
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lifei how great a folly is it to prefer worldlf 
pleasures, thaj^ fade and die away, even swift- 
er than life) t6 those of heaven which last for- 
ever? How weak must we he not to employ 
this moment, to purchase a happy eternity] 

With these, and the like discourses, she so 
touched the souls of the noblemen, as to make 
them seriouS) and confess their folly, and own^ 
that if she could make out what she had men- 
tioned, they should incline to be her converts. 
So taking their leave, they returned to the 
king, and gave an account of all that had past 
in that affair, to the death of the companion of 
Thais. 

The king was not a little touched with this 
story, and so summoned once more his coun- 
cil, to determine what to do with his son* 
Shall I, said, he, put him to death, or still con^ 
fine him to prison? 

My liege, replied one of them, either of 
these courses will bring you both shame and 
great sorrow. For your majesty is now old, 
and have no other son to succeed you on the 
throne of your ancestors. It is, therefore, my 
opinion now, as it was long since, that you set 
the prince entirely at liberty, allow him such^ 
pomp and magnificence, as becomes the heir 
of Persia; or if you could agree to let him have 
a province of this vast empire to govern as he 
thinks fit. For when he finds the pleasure o^ 
grandeur and power, and finds the great hon- 
ors paid him by his subjects, it is probable 
he will soon forget, or be disgusted with tbn 
severities of the Christian Faith, and return te 
7 
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that which allows liberties more agreeable to 
a prince so considerable. 

The king finding this approved by the coun- 
cil as well as himself^ goea attended by his 
nobles, to the fine prison where Varanes had 
ao many years been confined, and thus ad- 
dressed himself to him: 

My son, I will now at last convince you, that 
notwithstanding your obstinacy, I will yet 
ahow myself a father; and though you have 
forgot the obedience of a child, that I have not 
lost the tenderness of a parent You are, 
therefore, not only , free from all manner of 
confinement within this bowei:(a fatal proof that 
there is no contending with the decrees of our 
stars) but you shall immediately share my king- 
dom, in the fourth part of which I will soon in- 
atate you, which you shall govern as shall seem 
most reasonable to you; not doubting but that 
the wisdom, which you have learnt from the 
good Phraartes, will enable you to discharge 
that mighty trust with honor and glory. 

Varanes could not but express his surprise 
and satisfaction at this sudden change of his 
father's temper, and the kind words that he 
had said to him. Mounting, therefore, his 
horse by his father's order, and attended by 
his guards, he followed Isdegerdes to the court; 
where being arrived, he applied himself to him 
for the release of the two virgins, Thais and 
her companion. His father replied, in what 
I can I will gratify your desires; Thais shall 
immediately* be set at liberty, but the other is 
iAcad. On this the king told him the whole 
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trial the lords had made on them, and what 
had been ihe fatal event. 

Varanes expresed a j^i^eat deal of grief for 
her hard fate; but triumphed in her virtue as 
new arguments for Christianity; and sending 
for the lords who had been the instruments of 
her ruin, he severely reprimanded them for 
obeying unlawful commands, telling them» 
that it was such as they that made good 
kings degenerate into tyrants; for if courtiers 
would have courage to refuse to obey such 
commands, princes would give over imposing 
them. So after representing their fault in its 
true colors, they confessed both their error, 
and desire to be instructed in that faith^ that 
gave its professors such virtue and goodness* 

Their conversion was so pleasing to tho 
prince, that he spared no time nor pains to 
satisfy ^11 their doubts, and preach the pre- 
cepts of the gospel to them* Thais in the 
mean time was brought froQi the prison, and 
by order of the prince was put into a stately 
apartment, and things fitting for a princess* 
\yhen he came to her himself, ordering all his 
attendants to leave him alone: so entering her 
chamber, he ran up to her, and embracing her 
in his arms, cried, ah! mydcarThais, we have 
at length vanquished our enemies; and our 
virtues and truth have lifted us from persecu- 
tion to power, to make it cease in these king- 
doms forever. Let us bless our deliverer the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who only had power to do 
it, and live in prosperity with as much content, 
as we did in adversity. Prosperity is a great* 
8 
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%r corrupter of virtue, than adversity; nay, this 
seems to be more a friend to it by far, than 
the former: it banishes all jthose things that 
may divert us from the paths of righteousness, 
by flattering our corrupt inclinations. But 
y/hen all things flow to our wishes, and eveiy 
thing courts and prompts our desires, it is a 
hard matter to stifle the warmth of nature, and 
to maintain a purity, which is only becoming 
a Christian. 

My lord, replied Thais, I fancy your high- 
ness frames the difiiculty greater than it is; 
for there is scarce any station of life, but will 
afford gratification of the criminal passions, as 
well as a court; and he that has not them un* 
der his command, if he fled to a desert 
would find means of corruption, as long as he 
carried those ungovernable passions about 
kim; but if he have them at command, it is 
not variety of objects can affect him; he views 
them all as indifferent, imd his heart being en- 
tirely resigned to God and religion, he gives 
them not leisure to make him uneasy. 

You may perhaps (said the prmce) find 
that indifference to all things as yet; but I 
believe, some one object in all this variety, 
may have power to move you; at least to give 
jou the uneasiness of a conflict, which must 
cost yoti some pains to be a conqueror in. As 
TSlorous as I thought myself, while yet in con- 
finement, I have since my power, found an 
object i^hich whispers such things to my 
heart, which I before never thought of. For I 
bave seen a lady of such beauty and virtue, 
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tbat I find such desires that every day grow 
more strongs and difficult to cope with. 

If, my lord, you love any lady (said Thais) I 
am confident it is with a virtuous love, and that 
is no crime; you may make her your wife: 
matrimony is a holy state, ordained by God 
himself, and honored with the first miracle of 
our Savior. 

But my Thais (interrupted the prince) this 
lady is of low degree, in comparison of my dig- 
nityi and princes are confined by the wills of 
their subjects, in these points; I may, it is 
true, marry her; but then j run the hazard of 
xny kingdom. , 

But (interrupted Thais) by desiring her 
otherwise, you run the hazard of your eternal 
kingdom, and sure, you, my lord Varanes, are 
Aot now to learn which isto^e.preferred. You 
love her because she is virtuous; and would 
you destroy that virtue you admire? 

In short, my Thais (said the prince) it is yoiL 
whom I love, that virtue that conquered the 
nobleman, has fired me with love; but how is 
it possible to gain either my father, or the peo- 
ple to consent to a match so disproportioned. 
And something is surely due to our fellow-suf- 
ferings, and something to human frailty* 

Thais would not let him go on, but telling 
bim that he much injured their friendship, by 
putting her to so fruitless a trial, where it was 
too plain, that he meant only to try her with a 
false pretence to vice, of which he could not be 
guilty* 

The prince did all he could to persuade her 
he was in earnest, and not only then, but after- 
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wards addressed her with serenades and all the 
ways of courtship to render her connplaisant 
and civil, left off that religious conversation 
with her of prayers and exhortations, and ever 
talked to her of love, amorous pains; until he 
had at last convinced her that he was really in 
earnest. So that pressing her very close, she 
told him that the next night at twelve, if he 
would come to her chamber, he should have 
her final answer. After many assurances of 
eternal fidelity, and half of his kingdom, he left 
her to herself; he almost repenting he had ever 
made trial of a virtue, that he feared had not 
force enough to resist such powerful tempta- 
tions. 

The time appointed being come, he went to 
her chamber, where to his great surprise, he 
found her gone, and only a letter on her toilet 
directed to him. He opened it with speed, 
and a mixture of joy and concern, and found 
these words in it: 

Alas! Varanes, I was never unhappy before. 
In my miseries I had you a partner in my suf- 
ferings; which gave me fresh courages I had 
you a partner in prayers, whence we drew new 
virtue. But I find indeed, ^hat prosperity can 
corrupt even thee; that courts can even per- 
vert a saint. To avoid falling into the same 
snare, I have withdrawn myself to spend my 
life in prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ, not to 
forsake you and to leave you to perish after 
the victory. The glory of your kingdom is a 
trifle to me, in comparison of that of our Lord, 
and there can be no pleasure to compensate 
the want of innocence and virtue. Recall re. 
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call in time yourifwandering thoughts. Think 
of the swiftness of life, the uncertainty of all 
human grandeur, and that the least in the king- 
dom of heaven, is infinitely greater than the 
greatest monarch on earth. Think of religion, 
think of God, think of Christ, and his suffer- 
ings for you; think of the last and dreadful 
day, and sin if you can. So committing you 
to our Savior, I remain your faithful servant, 
Maria, f 

The prince, though infinitely satisfied in 
the virtue of Thais, and to find that glory, and 
riches, and power, were as little able to cor* 
rapt her, as severity and torments was; yet 
troubled that he had so far doubted it, as to 
press his trial so far. How to retrieve and 
convince her of her error, he could not tell; 
80 that a melancholy seized him that was visi- 
ble to all, though the cause was not yet dis- 
covered. 

The king finding him so altered, inquired 
the reason, and he fairly confessed the occa- 
sioni and the loss of his Thais, whom he as- 
sured the king he only could marry, as being 
betrothed to hier in their sufferings, when both 
expected only death, and that he made this 
trial of her virtue, only to see whether she 
•was truly worthy of his bed. The king advis- 
ed him to think of some nobler object, but yet 
proffered him his power for her discovery, 
being pleased to find that love and nature had 
yet any power over him. 

So he caused proclamation to be made for 
her apprehension, denouncing death to any 
10 
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that should conceal her in his dominions; birt 
reward and immunity to such as should biung 
her to his palace. 

Thais was forced for want of acquaintance 
to fly to a poor Christian, that lived in obscu- 
rity, and had little to depend on, and who had 
not resolution sufficient to withstand the at- 
tacks both of fear and reward. So that his 
wife went to court and informed where she 
was, and attended back with a guard, surren- 
dered her to them. 

Being brought now again to the palace, and 
being upbraided by the king for refusing hi» 
son's love, an honor too great for her, he con- 
fined her to her chamber; where she spent 
most part of the night in prayer; when on a 
sudden the doors were opened, and the prince 
came to her and found her on her knees; he 
would not interrupt her devotions, but kneel- 
ing down by her; joined with her in prayer; 
which being over, the prince addi'esscd her in 
this manner: 

I must beg thy pardon, my Thais, said he, 
for the trial I made of thy virtue, thou know- 
est, that when we were both ^t)ing to die, 1 
took thee for my wife; I was vainly willing to 
try whether the court and grandeur could not 
undermine that virtue, that was proof against 
all things else; thou hast convinced me, that 
nothing can corrupt thee; thou must therefore 
resolve to be my wife, that my children com- 
ing from so virtuous a stock, may confirm that 
faith which I design to establish in my king- 
doms. You have no farther reason lo flee me. 
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tod aft soon as Chrysostom arrives, whom I 
have sent to seek for, he that made us Chris* 
tlans, shall make us man and wife. 

Thais was surprised at this discourse, and 
could not tell what answer to give him; but said 
she would be obedient to his will in all law- 
ful commands, and be directed by Chrysostom 
in this particular. 

It was not long ere Chrysostom came, and 
confirmed their holy love by matrimony: the 
king being old, was pleased to see his posteri- 
ty secured by his son's marriage; and he was 
too popular to displease his people in any 
thing he did; since his legacies to the poor^ 
and his care for the people had made them 
all already adore him. 

There was nothing now wanting to the 
prince's satisfaction, but the conversion of his 
country, and his father, who observing the holy 
lives of the Christians, and often conversing 
with his son) and Chrysostom^ began to open 
his eyes and listen to the doctrine of truth 
until now absolutely convinced, he was bap- 
tised, and with him his whole court. 

He had not been long received into the bo- 
som of the church, but he fell sick, and died; 
and left his whole kingdom to the quiet pos- 
session of' Varanes, now Constantine. 

Having buried his father with all the rites 
and decent magnificence} that belonged to 
his high station. He took on him the govern- 
ment. He first made proclamation for lib- 
erty of conscience, that all Christians^ might 
appear, and own themselves with safely, then 

u 
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he procured several teachers from the neigh- 
boring Christian countries, to assist Chrysos- 
torn in the conversion of Persia. 

He caused several churches to be built in 
the city, and the faithful every day increasing, 
it was not long before all the idols and their- 
temples were demolished, and the very name 
of paganism grown odious. 

The Magi or wise men that ventured to dis- 
pute were confuted and converted," and so 
just and upright was the life of the king, that 
his fame spread into the nations of India> 
beyond his jurisdiction, and made them embas- 
sies to him for teachers to learn of them the 
Christian faith. ' 

There was a province, that had revolted 
from Isdegerdes above ten years before his 
death, and which he could not reduce by all 
his force and power, but it submitted to Con- 
stantine, and received his religion. 

The religion being now established in all 
his dominions, and those of his neighboring 
princes; he made good and wholesome laws, 
for the benefit of his people, and restraining^ 
the power of his successors in those things, by 
which they might bring oppression to his peo- 
ple. He caused a peculiar care to be taken 
of all that really were poor, and made statutes 
against all breaches of the law, and the gospel. 
It was punishable to do to another what you 
would not have done to yourself. And those 
parents and relations, who out of any pique to 
ihejr children should disinherit them, or give 
their riches to strangers, were made infamous, 
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and all their deeds and donations of no forc6 
nor account. Perjury was death* and calum- 
ny^ backbiting, 8cc. laU under the severest 
penalties. 

Having reigned now five and twenty years, 
and having by his queen V/aria, five sons, 
he divided the kingdom betwixt them, order- 
ing brotherly love, and informing them that 
it was not a large dominion that made a king 
happy, but a kingdom well governed with 
the love of the people; that to reign in\heir 
hearts was the greatest glory a king could ob- 
tain upon earth, and that by a strict observance 
of religion, he would most certainly obtain it. 

Having thus divided the kingdom, and his 
queen being dead, he surrendered the govern- 
ment, retired to a country village and thene 
spent his remaining life in prayer, and prepar- 
ing his soul for heaven; and dying after some 
few years retirement, he was attended by all 
his sons, and their guards and courts, to the 
grave; and his memory preserved with vener^f 
ation, until those kingdoms were again lost 
from Christianity, to the infidelity of mahom- 
etanism. 
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SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG, 

FBINTEB Aim BOOKSELLER^ 

Bo»TOir, July 10, 1813. 

ASKS leave respectfully to call the atteution of bis friends 
ind the pubtic generally to his Bookstoi'e and Printii^ estah- 
fishment. He me constantly for sale an assortment of BOOKS 
in every branch of literature, h\t particularly Books on 
Reuoiovs Subjects, a great assortment, for wholesale or 
^tail; the PrinHng business is carried on as usual. Book% 

! Sermons, or Tracts, struck off with despatch, and every en- 
coaragement afforded to such as favor him witJi their custom. 
A share of public patronage is solicited, which no exerdona- 

1 will be spared to deserve and retain. No. 50, CornhiU, be- 
tween Court-street, and the old market, Boston. He has 
printed the following book^, viz. 

1 Milner's History of the Church of Christ, 5 vols- 

2 Smith's Letters to Belsham on some important points. 

3 The Panoplist and Mission aiy Magazine, 8 vols. 

4 Shattudt's Dissertations on the Boylston Prize Questionfl. 

5 Dr. Trumbull's History of the United States. 

6 Mason's Treatise on Self Knowledge. 

7 Bishop Hurd on the Prophecies. 

8 Taylor and Hampton on the Atonement. 

9 Platform of Congregational Church Discipline. 

10 Essays on Various subjects, by John Foster. 

I *'We congratulate our readers and the community on the apr 
I pearanee of a work, highly Evangelical, and strictly classioaf; 
^ and while we fear that we shall not quicUy see its like again, 
' ve reeommend It without hesitation to men of sense, menc4' 
taste, and men of piety." PanoplUt Revievf. 

11 Smith's Dissertation on the Prophecies. 

12 Baxter's Saints EverUsting Rest. 

13 Gospel Treasury, extracted chiefly from the London 
Evangelical Magazine, 4 vols. 

14 Evangelietd Instructor, from the same work. 

15 Johnson's, Goldsmith's and Smollet's Poems with their 
lives. 

16 Dr. Owen's Expositk>n of the Epistle to the H«j|i>rew8, 
4 vols. 
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17 Watts on the Terms of Christian Communion. 

<'On many aoooants the repubiication of this woHc at the 
present time is peculiarly seasonable, and will, we trust, be 
productive of much good to the church of Christ. We recom- 
mend it to all, who enteKain any regard for the cause of 
Christ, whether lax, moderate, or strict. Ministers and Tract 
Sodeties, we hope, will give it an extensive cii'culatbn." ^an. 
Jieviera. 

18 The natm'e, extent, and province of Human Reason. 

19 Dr. Buchanan's Christian Researches in Asia, together 
with the Star in the East and his sermons; 1 vol. 18mo. 
price gl. 

20 Life of David Brainerd, th^ Missionary to the Indians. 
'<If any thing will quicken diligence, janimate zeal, or spiijt- 

ualize the affections, this work will not fail of success. It ia a 
faithful record of Brainerd's principles, conduct, and experi- * 
ence as a Christian and a Missionary." 

21 Sermons to Mariners, by Rev, A, Abbot, Beveriy. 
Persons who have friends going abroad, will not make a 

more useful present. To each sermon is annexed an appro- 
priate Prayer; and much excellent advice will be found in the 
pages of tnis book. Its utility u by no means confined to 
seamen, it is as well adapted to the town or countiy as to 
the sea. 

22 Hymns for Infant minds, with 28 cuts, 6th edition. ^ 
*'We intended to have sooner recommended this useful little 

book to the notice of parents. The author has been very 
happy in adapting many of the great truths of religioii U>^ 
the capacities of children. The verses on eariy piety, the Bi- 
ble, the Sabbath, eneooragement to children,- pride, humility, 
contrition, sin, conscience, life, death, sincerity in religion, the 
omnipresence of God, duty to parents, temptation, time, eter- 
nity, and a great variety of other subjects, are wr^ten in a style 
so artless, and vet so pure, as to give pleasure not only tQ 
those for whom they were designed, hat to all persons of piety 
and uncormpt taste." Panof&tt Revierw, 

23 Hymns for family worsnip, by Rev John Codman. With 
— ^ersfor each day m the week. 

Those do well that pray morning and evening in their 
families, those do better that pray and read the Scriptures; 
but those do best of all that pray and read, and sing psalms.'* 
Philip Hs^&r. 

^ "The design of this little book is sufficiently explained in the 
title-page. It is a design to which every good man must wish 



^^L 



Books for sale by Armrtrong. 

success. Every attempt to enliven family religion, and ta 
multiply and elevate the best enjoyments of the domestic cir- 
cle, must receive the cordial approbation of all who have ever 
shared in the happiness of worshipping at the family altar. 

"Here will be found hymns suited to most of the occasions 
in which man, as asocial and immortal being, has a peculiar in< 
terest. We heartily join with the compiler in recommending 
the practice ot singmg a hymn as a part of family worship; 
and are happy to add, that the selection before us will render 
the delightful service more vaiious than it could easily have 
been heretofore.*'^ Panoplist Revieuo. 

24 The MiNisTlJii's Companion, a valuable collection of 
Scarce Treatises on the Pastoral office. This is highly rec- 
ommended. Containing, Mason's Student and Pastor, Selec- 
tions from Bishop Burnet's Pastoral Cai-e; Macgill's Consider- 
ations, addressed to a Young Clergyman; Watts's rules ot 
Ministerial conduct; Doddridge on the Evil of neglecting souls; 
and Baxter's Reformed Pastor. 

• 25 Sacred Geomphy; or a Gazetteer of the Bible, by Dr. 
Parish. With a Map juat published. 

Extracts from Hecotnmendations. 

**The work carries evidence of industry, research, and dis- 
cernment. It is interesting in matter, its style is perspicuous, 
concise and appropriate; its aiTangement judicious and cor- 
rect." Frbnithe Hon. Jobs Wh££Lock, LL. D. Presi- 
dent of Dartmouth College. 

«*The volume of "Sacred Geogi'aphy," presented to the 
public by Dr. Parish, is a rich repository of useful information. 
It presents places and thinp^s instead of uninstruetive names. 
That the volume is the frmt of extensive reading and labor is 
evident from the first to the last page." ' F rom the Rev. 
Samuel Spbiicg, D. 1>. Mvburi^ort. 

A work of the kind, I have long considered a desideratum in 
our country: and from intimate knowledge of the author of 
this fat many years, have considered his talents and sit.^ation 
well suited to accomplish this undertaking: in a manner which 
would be interesting and useful to the public. My expecta^ 
tions have not been disappointed.^ * F rom the Rev. 

J. MoBSB, D. J). Charlesto-um. 

Here thro* thefovjery -walks of Eden rove. 
Court the fair orecTip or range the spicy grove: 
Inhere tread on haUor»ed pround -where angels trodf 
AndRev'rcnd PatriarcNs talked as friends xvith God., 
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26 Hannah More on Female education. 

27 Hymns designed as a eupptement to Dr. Watts's. 

28 Sermons, on Yarioiu Important subjects of Christian 
Doctrine and Practice, by Nathanael Emmons, D. D. 

29 Memoirs of the life of Martha Laurens Ramsay, 3d. 
edition. 

30 History of the PrinGipf(] Protestant Missions to the 
Heathen; compiled from the best authorities, by £. Lord. 

At a Meeting of the PaunBirTiAL Comxittbb of the 
AvERicAir BoABn of Cokhissioxers fob Fobbigk Mis- 
sions, Feb. 18, 1813. 

Fo/e«^— -Thatfi-om the knowledge we have respecting tlie 
wobk, the Committee.are impressed with the bekef that it 
will be of great use to the religious public, and hope it will 
obtain a liberal patronage, and be extensively read. A 

true extract from the Records. 

Attest, SAMUEL WORCESTER, Clerb. 

31 Lectures on Scripture Facts, by W. Bengo Colly er, D.D. 

32 The Evangelical Primer, 5th edition, 72 cuts. 

33 The Life of Rev. Geobgb WniTKFiELD, enlarged and 
corrected; the fifth edition, with a Ukeuess of Mr. White- 
field, price 1 dollar bound and lettered. 

34 A collection of Sermons, preached at various times, 
and places, by N. Emmons, D. D. Now first collected; 1 
volume 8 vo. price 2,50 bound and lettered. 

Tub Panoplist and Missionary Magazine is continued to 
be published on the 20th day of every month; price 2,40 per 
annum for the Major, and 1,20 for the Minor; a liberal dis- 
count to agents. The former volumes may be had -at JS2,75 
each, boimd. The profits go to the support of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Evei^- favor gladly received, (p/* The RKVEREirD 
Cleri^t, and Students in Diyivitt, wUI find at this store 
a good supply, (j^ Scott's Famttt Bibles, at various 
prices always on hand, and othor Bibles, large and smatt. 



